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----- Original Message ----- 

From: Duane Nichols 

To: Donald C. Strimbeck 

Sent: Saturday, September 21, 2013 10:50 PM

Subject: Update: WHEELING WATER WARRIORS

From: Erin Bowers <erinbowers40@gmail.com>
Date: September 21, 2013 

The Great Ohio River Relay has made it from Pittsburgh, PA to Huntington, WV so far.
Relayers are passing a baton all the way down the Ohio River to draw attention to the need for clean, safe water for all - and especially to keep us safe from fracking and fracking wastes.

The relay kicked off in Pittsburgh last Saturday and is making it's way all the way to Cairo, IL. Please see www.greatohioriverrelay.com for pictures and information. 

A big thanks to Robin Mahonen for initiating/coordinating the relay!!!! 

Furthermore, 2 petitions were started today. One petition is at https://petitions.whitehouse.gov/petition/deny-any-and-all-permits-allow-barging-hazardous-toxic-radioactive-frack-wastes-our-us-waterways-now/Fv0gJNjk
The petitions are both linked on www.Facebook.com/Wheelingwaterwarriors Facebook page.

Thank you!!  Erin Bowers, Wheeling Water Warriors

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Frack Check WV 

To: dcsoinks@comcast.net 

Sent: Sunday, September 22, 2013 3:02 AM

Subject: Report on City Council Meeting at Pennsboro, Ritchie County, WV

	Report on City Council Meeting at Pennsboro, Ritchie County, WV 
	




	Report on City Council Meeting at Pennsboro, Ritchie County, WV 

Posted: 21 Sep 2013 03:32 AM PDT

Report on City Council Meeting at Pennsboro, Ritchie County, WV
 
Commentary by S. Tom Bond, Conservationist & Resident Farmer, Lewis County, WV

NOTE: Pennsboro with a population of about 1200 people and less than 3 square miles in area is located near US Route 50 between Clarksburg and Parkersburg, in Ritchie County just a few miles from both Doddridge and Tyler Counties.

A friend in the area sent me an email saying there would be a meeting of the Pennsboro City Council the 16th of September to consider allowing drilling to take place under the town.  This is news for two reasons. One, most towns don’t have any such regulation, and second, it is always interesting to see how the industry is selling drilling in any particular time and place.
 
The Council met at 7:00 with three of the five present and began to take care of small matters.  The other two showed up before Anterio made its presentation over half an hour later.  There were fifteen chairs in the chamber, with more people standing in the anteroom.

The lead presenter, a man by the name of Ellis, began by telling the council and listeners that Antero Resources had 280 employees and a million dollar monthly payroll.  It was founded in 2002 and has headquarters in Denver.  They have maintained offices in Ellenboro, Mt. Clare (located at Willow Beach) and Marietta, Ohio, but plan to consolidate at new offices in Bridgeport.

Last year they invested a billion dollars and expect to invest more this year.  (Author’s note: I believe I’ve heard Antero has “hedged” their production at a little above production costs. That is, they sold it to an investor, who will benefit if the price of gas goes up and loose if it goes down.  So, their drilling is not constrained by the gas oversupply.)  Presently they have over 400,000 acres under lease, it was said.
 
As the presentation progressed there was a video and several other people to make contributions. Antero is the most active driller in WV. They plan to use water lines parallel to the gas lines to avoid so much truck traffic.  The three pads to be used, which are already established will “drain” 1700 acres, they say.  (The reader should keep in mind the less than 10% recovery rate typical of shale sells. Over 90% is left in the ground.)
 
The three pads in place are to be the origin of the laterals (reading between the lines here, drilling under Pennsboro was planned some time ago).  These pads are over 2000 feet from the town limits and Anterio has had great success with long horizontal laterals needed.  Most of the area around the town is leased, it is simply a matter of leasing lots in town.
 
Several people in the crowd began to ask politely hostile questions as the presentation went on.  A man who appeared to be Mr. Ellis’ boss, who was very familiar with the Council when he came in, sat off behind the Council table.  When things began to get difficult he stood up and said, “We need a bigger forum for this.”  He asked where a larger group meeting could be held, and several suggestions were offered.  As the presentation was cut off, the big boss reminded the people in the room at some length, “We are regulated by the State and Federal Government…”

All the regulating agencies were listed in the video mentioned above, too.  This appears in his mind  to lend some moral authority in the eyes of the drillers, in addition to the simple fact of the power it gives to use the State apparatus to do what they do.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

The Argument About Natural Gas – Beyond.com
Fracking uses a high-pressure mix of fluids to create small fractures along which gas can permeate and migrate to the main bore. This allows extraction of fuel in shale and slate areas. The majority of US natural gas is now obtained through the use of fracking. 

There are two big drawbacks: geological instabilities and contamination. The first is likely but not conclusive; the second is extremely likely. Fracking, as stated, creates microfractures throughout the bedrock. As the fracking wastes permeate through the rock, they can contaminate water sources, creating potential disasters. While the waste gases tend to be well handled, there are some reports regarding high levels of hydrogen sulfide, which can cause serious respiratory issues.

Seismic events have increased substantially, and it seems they may be related to the increase of fracking. Some have reportedly resulted in earthquakes that could be felt by humans. If this is the case, there may be good arguments for the cessation of new natural gas exploration involving fracking. It seems that the public are not so keen on the idea of having fracking operations next door with house prices going down significantly near drill sites.

While natural gas is a good source of domestic power, it does have potential issues, and it could be that these issues will eventually force companies to stop drilling and exploring for new natural gas seams.
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Horizontal drilling, fracking begins in old, shallow oil and gas fields

September 22, 2013 12:21 am

By Anya Litvak / Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

If we could take a tiny glass elevator down the trajectory of a Marcellus Shale well, we would see slabs of coal, sandstone, shale and siltstone alternating and colliding with one another for thousands of feet until we finally reach the target rock.

Today, half a dozen local oil and gas companies are forgoing the full ride. They're getting off the elevator halfway down, before the Elk Sandstone formation that separates the conventional oil and gas reservoirs from the deeper, unconventional plays across the old oil and gas fields of Pennsylvania.

These reservoirs that have been fueling this region for decades all but faded into an afterthought when the Marcellus Shale boom redefined the industry five years ago.

As Bill Zagorski, vice president of geology with Range Resources, which pioneered development of the Marcellus region, recently told a group of mostly small companies at an industry conference, "We're able to look at these old plays with horizontal eyes, with Marcellus eyes."

That means drilling horizontal wells as shallow as 2,000 feet underground and fracturing, or fracking, them to force more fuel to the surface.

The verdict on most of these efforts won't be known to the public until next February, when companies are required to file their production reports for this year.

Texas-based Range Resources, one of the biggest players in the Marcellus, isn't downsizing its overall ambitions.

It's still forcing drill bits a mile underground to reap Marcellus bounty. Instead, the shallower fields are opportunities for smaller, perhaps family-owned oil and gas companies that until now have been squeezed out of the game, Mr. Zagorski said.

That's exactly what Mark Thompson was thinking when he founded Horizontal Exploration LLC two years ago.

Mr. Thompson has been drilling shallow, vertical oil and gas wells into the Upper Devonian sandstones with his Indiana, Pa.-based company Mid-East Oil for 35 years.

The newer business, Horizontal Exploration, was designed to profit from technology and services that followed Marcellus operators into Pennsylvania in recent years.

Horizontal Exploration has drilled three horizontal, or lateral, wells so far and has permits for another eight in Pennsylvania.

It fracked the first well this month and is awaiting results.

The wells are about 2,000 feet deep and extend between 3,300 feet and 5,300 feet horizontally.

"We think you should be able to do these for $800,000 to $900,000 [per well]," Mr. Thompson said.

But at the moment, the company is spending about $1.3 million a pop. It's still toward the bottom of the learning curve, he explained.

A Marcellus well, by contrast, can run anywhere from $4 million to $10 million. It needs, on average, 5 million gallons of water for fracking.

Horizontal Exploration is using only about 120,000 gallons of fluid to frack its shallow wells.

The conventional laterals will never produce anywhere near the amount of oil and gas coming out of the deeper Marcellus wells, but Mr. Thompson is hoping for at least 10 times the bounty of a vertical shallow well and a quicker payback period -- about 18 months, compared to four years.

The Upper Devonian sandstones are thinner than the Marcellus. Some are only 20 feet thick compared with the Marcellus' average thickness of 70 feet or more, said Dan Billman, president of Mars-based Billman Geologic Consultants Inc., which helps companies identify suitable spots to sink both conventional and unconventional wells.

While shale rock is tight and relatively impermeable, sandstone is porous and oil and gas easily flow through its tunnels.

That means the pressure needed to frack it is a fraction of what's required for a deep shale well.

And some conventional horizontal wells are designed not to be fracked at all, Mr. Billman said.

One of the earliest horizontal shallow wells in Pennsylvania, with advice from Mr. Billman, was drilled by Freeport-based Phoenix Energy Productions in 2010.

Since then, the company has drilled two more horizontal wells in Washington County and hasn't fracked any of them.

Penneco Oil Company Inc. in Delmont, on the other hand, has been fracking horizontal shallow wells for several years now. It perforates the casing at more than a dozen stages and pumps "off-the-shelf" frack fluid additives into oil and gas formations about 3,200 feet under Greene, Westmoreland and Allegheny counties with great success, according to Penneco's COO Ben Wallace.

"We hear this from a lot of drillers -- they get called because oil and gas companies look up our completion reports," Mr. Wallace said.

Penneco's sandstone wells cost "several million" dollars to complete, Mr. Wallace said, and the company plans to drill about 10 horizontals a year.

While the wells are closer to the surface and to water aquifers, companies and the Department of Environmental Protection say there's no reason to think fluids or fuel will reach the water.

"We certainly have less history on these wells, but so far no problems," said Alan Eichler, DEP's Southwest regional oil and gas program manager.

Shallower wells don't need the same force to be fracked as deep wells, he said, and coal-bed methane wells, which are also shallow, "have been fracked for years without any problems to freshwater aquifers."

But Mr. Eichler noted that coal-bed methane, which crumbles a lot easier than sandstone, likely needs even less pressure during a frack than wells like Penneco's.

More will be known in the near future, as this type of drilling picks up steam.

Several other companies, such as Warren County-based Pennsylvania General Energy and South Side-based Catalyst Energy have secured permits from the Department of Environmental Protection to drill horizontally in shallow reservoirs.

Shallow, or conventional, drillers report their production annually, not every six months as Marcellus operators must, so the results of these efforts won't be available until next year.

Anya Litvak: alitvak@post-gazette.com or 412-263-1455. 

First Published September 22, 2013 12:00 am
Fire investigated at natural gas plant in WV

Posted: Sep 21, 2013 10:53 AM EST Updated: Sep 21, 2013 10:53 AM EST 
NATRIUM (AP) — Authorities are investigating a fire at a natural gas processing plant near the West Virginia-Ohio border.

Dominion Transmission says the fire occurred around 1:30 a.m. Saturday at its Natrium Processing and Fractionation Facility along the Ohio River that went into service this summer.

The fire was confined to a small area of the plant and was allowed to burn itself out. No one was injured.

Route 2 in West Virginia near the plant was closed for about 8 hours. About 25 people from 11 homes were evacuated for about 90 minutes early Saturday.

Dominion is working to determine the cause of the fire and assessing the damage at the plant.

The plant is part of a joint venture between Richmond, Va.-based Dominion Resources and Caiman Energy II.

Marshall County Community Wonders About Safety After Well Fire

Posted: Sep 21, 2013 6:15 PM EST Updated: Sep 21, 2013 6:15 PM EST 
By Jake Kauffman, Producer 

It was definitely not something you want to hear in the middle of the night, an oil well next to your house is on fire and could potentially blow up. But quick thinking by some neighbors and authorities helped keep everyone safe in one small Marshall County community.


Just before 1:30 Saturday morning, a Marshall County Sheriff's deputy notice one stack at the still-under-construction Dominion plant off of Route 2 was on fire. 

The small community of Kent is right down Route 2 from the Dominion plant and we're rocked by the sounds of explosions once the stack caught fire.

"We just started hearing explosions, then I heard something that sounded like a crash and then another big explosion. We decided at about that time that we better get out," said Arwana Wade, a Kent resident.


Once the Wade's decided it was time to head to safety, Arwana's husband Delbert started making sure his neighbors were safe.


"I got excited and starting waking the neighbors up, we got a widow woman living next store to me with a blind daughter and there's a couple of older people around the neighborhood and they all kind of look to me," said Delbert Wade.


The fire was finally put around 8:30 Saturday morning and Route 2 was reopened around 9:30 AM. Although there were no injuries this time, the neighbors are still worried about what might happen once Dominion finishes construction on the plant.


"We don't feel safe, we don't know if it's going to get any worse," said Delbert Wade. "I mentioned it to them before and they said 'We have it under control. It's just releasing pressure on the smoke stack.' But they didn't tell us it was going to blow up and shoot fire everywhere."

7 News did speak with Dan Donivan of Dominion and they are currently working with the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection to find out what sparked the fire Saturday morning. 

Plant Catches Fire

No Injuries Reported At Blue Racer

September 22, 2013

By J.W. JOHNSON JR. City Editor , The Intelligencer / Wheeling News-Register 
          

NATRIUM - Investigators are continuing their investigation into an early morning fire Saturday at the Blue Racer Midstream Plant in Marshall County.

No injuries were reported, however some residents of the Kent area north of the plant were told to leave their homes as a precautionary measure.

According to Marshall County Emergency Management Director Tom Hart, a cause for the fire has not yet been determined.

Photo Provided
The Blue Racer Midstream Plant in Marshall County caught fire early Saturday morning. No injuries were reported and no cause has been determined.

W.Va. 2 near the Marshall and Wetzel county line was closed for nearly eight hours. About 25 residents in the Kent area north of the plant were evacuated as a safety precaution. Hart said those residents returned to their homes after about 90 minutes.

Hart said authorities were notified of the fire just before 1:30 a.m. Saturday when a Marshall County Sheriff's Deputy patrolling in the area spotted the fire. In addition to the road closure, CSX rail transportation was shut down as fire crews worked to extinguish the blaze.

The fire eventually burned itself out.

The neighborhood had returned to normal by Saturday afternoon.

The plant, which is a joint venture between Dominion Resources and Caiman Energy, went into service this summer. Blue Racer's services include gathering, processing, fractionation and natural gas liquids transportation and marketing.

Company officials said they were working to determine the cause of the fire and assess the damage.

In addition to the Marshall County Sheriff's Department and Emergency Management Office, other responding agencies included volunteer fire departments from New Martinsville, Washington Lands, Moundsville, Glen Dale, Roberts Ridge, Grandview, Fork Ridge and St. Joseph, plus Tri-State EMS, Wetzel County EMS, West Virginia State Police and West Virginia Division of Highways. The American Red Cross River Valley Chapter and Marshall County Schools assisted with shelter operations

Compressor Moving To Colerain

September 22, 2013

By CASEY JUNKINS Staff Writer , The Intelligencer / Wheeling News-Register 
      

MT. PLEASANT - Joe Zelek does not oppose natural gas drilling in the local area, but when Spectra Energy wanted to build a compressor station in his neighborhood, he knew it could mean trouble.

With the help of Ohio Rep. Jack Cera, D-Bellaire, Zelek and Mount Pleasant residents convinced Spectra to move the planned compressor station for the 73-mile natural gas pipeline south to Colerain.

"Wherever you put a pipeline and a compressor, someone will be upset," Cera admitted. "If a pipeline is going to go through, you want it to be built where it will have the least amount of impact."

Article Photos

Photo by Casey Junkins
A Spectra Energy natural gas compressor station that was to be built within a quarter-mile of some Mt. Pleasant homes will now likely be built in Colerain.

Emphasizing that the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission will get the final say on where the pipeline and compressor are built, Cera said the new location should be at least one-half mile away from any Colerain-area homes.

"I was out there. It seems pretty remote to me," he said regarding the Colerain area location for the pipeline and compressor station.

In contrast, Cera said the original site would have been only about one-quarter mile away from some Mt. Pleasant homes.

"The original site was just too close to our community," said Zelek, a Mt. Pleasant native. "We're pleased that in response to the concerns of organized citizens, the Mt. Pleasant Historical Society, and elected officials such as Rep. Jack Cera, Spectra Energy/Texas Eastern Pipeline has decided to do the right thing and relocate the target site to a remote area."

Area resident Sandra J. Harr also submitted comments to Spectra regarding her concerns about the compressor station. She said it would be too close to her home, livestock and the village of Mt. Pleasant.

FERC has the final decision when it comes to the location of a compressor station on an interstate pipeline, as Cera said this is a large line that will transport natural gas out of eastern Ohio.

"A lot of people focused on the drilling, but did not think about the pipelines that would have to come," Cera said.

Noise and light pollution are some of the problems those who live near compressor stations in Wetzel and Marshall counties have noted. There also are low levels of various emissions that come from the plants, as outlined in legal advertisements.

Some of these emissions are benzene, carbon dioxide, nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, methane, formaldehyde and others.

"It is our hope that this will set a precedent for citizens to voice concerns and for companies to respect our communities, as this industry weaves it's way through the fabric of our beloved Ohio Valley," Zelek said.

Trio of FirstEnergy plant closings in region should make lawsuit moot, utility says

Stephanie Strasburg | Tribune-Review
The coal-fired Mitchell Power Station in Union, which is planned for closure due to decreasing demand for power and an inability to keep up with new EPA regulations.
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By Brian Bowling 

Published: Saturday, September 21, 2013 9:00 p.m.
Updated 6 hours ago
An eight-year legal effort by Pennsylvania and four other states to force three power plants to meet modern pollution limits could end without a court decision. 

FirstEnergy, which acquired the coal-fired power plants in Armstrong, Greene and Washington counties when it bought Allegheny Energy Inc. in 2011, contends that U.S. District Judge Joy Flowers Conti should dismiss the 2005 lawsuit because the company closed the Armstrong plant and will close the others on Oct. 9. 

Company spokeswoman Stephanie Thornton said they are not closing the plants because of the lawsuit, but the closings should end the dispute. Company officials are “hopeful that the court will decide ... that we have no Clean Air Act liability,” she said. 

Regulators in the five states believe the judge should allow them to pursue their claim that the utility ignored state and federal pollution laws for more than two decades. 

‘Not interrelated' 

John Poister, spokesman for the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, said the agency doesn't comment on pending lawsuits. But he noted, “The two issues are not interrelated. The suit is not affected by FirstEnergy's decisions regarding the future of the two plants.” 

When Congress amended the Clean Air Act in the 1970s, it established national air pollution limits but exempted older power plants from meeting them. 

The rationale was that companies should not be forced to install expensive pollution controls on plants nearing the ends of their lives and, if they took steps to extend operations of the plants, companies could install the controls with the upgrades. 

The states contend that many utilities, including Allegheny Energy, made upgrades but ignored the requirement to install pollution controls. 

FirstEnergy contends the work done at the plants — Armstrong Power Station in Armstrong County, Mitchell Power Station in Washington County and Hatfield's Ferry Power Station in Greene County — between 1993 and 1999 wasn't enough to trigger the requirement. 

The lawsuit seeks fines for the violations and an injunction to keep the company from operating the plants without installing controls. 

In asking Conti to dismiss the case, FirstEnergy contends that appellate court decisions have established that regulators had to seek civil penalties within five years of a violation. Since the last plant modification was in 1999 and the states didn't file the lawsuit until 2005, they missed that deadline, FirstEnergy claims. 

PJM request denied 

Lawyers for the states disagree and argue that similar state law violations alleged in the lawsuit have that statute of limitations. 

An injunction, FirstEnergy claims, would be moot because it will close the plants. The company has partially disassembled the Armstrong plant. 

The states contend that a request by PJM Interconnection that FirstEnergy keep Hatfield and Mitchell open shows they could continue operating. Valley Forge-based PJM oversees stability of the region's power grid. 

By filing a maintenance plan with the state, the utility could keep operating permits active until they expire in 2017, the states claim. FirstEnergy could decide “to reactivate the plants by reinstalling equipment, rehiring staff and entering into new coal contracts,” the states argue. 

Thornton said that First-Energy rejected PJM's request and hasn't changed its plan to close the plants. 

“We are confident there are no reliability issues that would require us to keep the plants in operation,” she said. 

PJM sent a letter to FirstEnergy on Thursday saying that it agrees the plants can be retired without hurting the grid's reliability 

FirstEnergy suggested Conti could dismiss the lawsuit but stipulate that it could reopen if the company attempts to reactivate the plants. 

Brian Bowling is a Trib Total Media staff writer. 

