West Virginia Chapter of the Sierra Club

Executive Committee Meeting January 24, 2009 in Morgantown at Jim Kotcon's Home

Attendees:  Jim Sconyers, Chair, Mary Davis, Treasurer, Michael Price, Outings, Mary Wimmer, Wilderness, Karen Grubb, Vice-Chair, Jonathan Rosenbaum, Secretary, Bill DePaulo, Legal, Kevin Fooce, Membership, Jim Kotcon, Energy Chair & Mon. Group Rep,  Bill Price, Environmental Justice, Tina Price, Membership.

1. (Jim S.)  Called to order at 10:12 a.m.  Modification changes to the agenda.  Karen adds CLEAN under Energy. 




2. (Jonathan) Minutes of last meeting - Minutes approved as presented. Moved by Jim S., Karen Seconds, MSC.

3.  (Mary D.) Treasurer's Report  -  $35,000 is carried over.  Moved by Jim S., Mike Seconds, MSC.

(Mary D.)  Convio (Credit card usage) - Allows you to have credit card transactions over the web.  We need to use the system properly or there will be high penalties.  There is a low credit card transaction fee.

(Jonathan) Convio pricing -  $100/month as long as there are less than 2,000 members, then it goes up to $150 if we have 2000 members or more.  More information can be found at http://clubhouse.sierraclub.org/communications/convio/policies/emailoutreach.aspx#ConvioCostAllocation .  As of December, 2008 we had 1848 members, membership statistics can be viewed at http://clubhouse.sierraclub.org/development/volunteer/member_stats_detail.htm .

Bill D. moves that we adopt Convio.  Mike Seconds, MSC, Karen abstains.  ** The top priority is to have a donation button on the site, Jonathan is assigned to implement this part.  Everyone on the ExCom should make a reasonable attempt to learn how to use the site and participate in taking advantage of its capabilities to increase funding and membership.

4. (Jim K.) Ballot Results/Introduction of New Members  - Outcome Order: Karen, Bill D., Kevin, Jonathan, Lucinda Tyler, and Tina Price.  Two ballots were sent to wrong election, but this did not affect the outcome.  

Election of ExCom Members - Karen, Bill D., and Kevin Fooce are our new 2-year candidates.  Jim S. moves accepted as presented.  Bill D. Seconds, MSC.

Bill DePaula's absence from the August meeting is retroactively approved by the Chair, Jim S.approved.  There was a discussion about Bylaw 3.13 that could have automatically removed a member who missed 3 meetings.  Bill missed 2, but now only has 1 against him..  It should be noted that all voting ExCom members should recognize that this Bylaw can be automatically implemented as written:

3.13 Absences. Except for group representatives, any ExCom member who misses three regularly scheduled meetings over any continuous twelve-month period without being excused for good cause by the Chair shall be automatically removed from the ExCom. The ExCom may reinstate the member by majority vote.

Committee Chairs and Members

Blue Sheets

Chair




Jim Sconyers   [Bill D. Noms, Karen Seconds. MSC.]

Vice-Chair



Karen Grubb    [Jim S. Noms, Bill D. Seconds.  MSC.]

Secretary



Jonathan Rosenbaum volunteers to continue.

Treasurer



??  ** Mike will find out if Tina wants to be Treasurer.

Assistant Treasurer


??

Chapter Delegate


Bill DePaulo

Computer Committee

Jonathan Rosenbaum

Conservation



Karen Grubb

Council Delegate


Bill DePaulo  [Karen Noms, Kevin Seconds.  MSC.]

Alternate Council Delegate

Kevin Fooce  [Jim S. Noms, Bill D. Seconds.  MSC.]

History



Katherine Gregg

Fundraising



vacant
Legal




Bill DePaulo

Membership



Tina Price & Kevin Fooce are co-chairs ** Membership Chair situation may change if Tina takes on Treasurer office, Mike needs to confirm what her decisions are.

Newsletter Editor


Sally Wilts

Outings



Michael Price

Outings Training


Michael Price

Political Chair


Regina Hendrix

Political Compliance

Bill DePaulo




Publications, Calendars

Sally Wilts

SSC Liaison



Jim Kotcon

State/Provincial Gov.

Jim Kotcon

Agriculture



Look into Tina Price and Lucinda Tyler  ** Jim K. will contact Tina Price and Lucinda Tyler to find out if they want to be Agriculture Chairs.

Webmaster



Paul Wilson

Air Quality



Allen Tweddle

Nat. Coal Campaign Coal Power Plants 
Paul Wilson

Cool Cities



X

Endangered Species

Paul Wilson

Energy



Jim Kotcon

Environmental Justice

Bill DePaulo

Global Warming CAFE

Duane Nichols  **Jim K. will ask Duane Nichols if he wants to be Global Warming Chair.

Grazing



Dave Saville

Intl. Human Rights


X

Mining




Paul Wilson

National Forest


Mary Wimmer, Beth Little

Parks/Refuge


Dave Saville

Sprawl



Barbara Fallon

State Forest/Lands


Jim Sconyers

Transportation


Jonathan Rosenbaum

Mon National Forest/Wilderness


Mary Wimmer

Wetlands



Karen Grubb

Water Quality


Beth Little

Waste




Sally Wilts

Bill D. moves that all are approved, Jim K. seconds, MSC.

5. Draft Budget for 2009 (See Addendum II for Approved WVSC 2009 Budget) -   Jim S. pointed out that a big chunk of the budget is the $40k Energy Expense item, however Jim K. explained that $60k was proposed by the EC.  This was broken down into $10k legal, $20k expert witnesses, and $30k grassroots campaign organizer.  Jim K. pointed out that the WV Environmental Council's Expense item is at $2,500, but they want another $1000 in the interim session.  The Mon Group has requested funds for the group chair training program, however, complete costs are not available yet.  Jim S. feels the EC campaign organizer should be pursued, however, not from our own funding because it is beyond our means.  Bill D. wants to recuse himself from the budget decision since he is a recipient.  Jim S. wants to add $1000 for WVEC.  In the Income section, Jim K. is concerned about the $30k for PATH/Trail coming from grants and whether or not that money will be found because it is dependent on successful grant-writing.  Jim S. suggests we put $30 K for energy, $30k for organizer in Expenses (contingent), keep Income as specified but make the PATH/Trail grant $20k and make another $30k item for a PATH/Trail organizer.  

Mike thinks there should be more money in Expenses for Membership and Outings.  $2k for outings vs $500, Mike would like Chapter owned equipment for camping.  Mary W. points out that outing training workshops may become separate from the training workshops that were occurring at the annual wilderness workshop because it may be discontinued due to the Wilderness Coalition's success.  Jim K. would like to see money going to outing program development rather than to participant's recreation.  Kevin points out that training equipment has a cost.  Karen wants more clarification on the training and related costs.  Mike points out the 201 course that is required to be qualified for over-night trip outings incurs more costs.  Mary D. agrees that equipment for newbies would be a great thing.  It has been effective in her caving group.  

Jim S. suggest that the chairs from Membership come back and request more funding in Expenses if they deem it necessary

It is suggested to round up Administration to $10.5k from $8k (because of Convio) and to increase outings to $2k from $500.

Jim K. proposes that the Mon Group allocation stays the same, but when more information about group training becomes available that may change later under the Training item.

Proposed Changes:  Under Income $30k for PATH/Trail organizer,  PATH/TRAIL grant becomes $20k.  Under Expenses WVEC has $1k added, Administration is increased to $10,5000, and Outings are increased to $2,000.

Balance: $19,905 left, Total $97,900.

Karen moves to adopt the new budget, Jim S. seconds, MSC but Bill D. is recused from voting.


6. Conservation

Energy

(Jim K.) Energy Committee  -  We met a month and half ago to plan for a PATH update, Trail is still an ongoing issue.  We wait for reconsideration of Trail, and there is a motion for  a "prudence continuing review" because energy usage is actually dropping.  If this is true the arguments for Trail go out the window.  Other issues, are the CTL plant in Mingo County.  They have filed for a permit for air quality, and the company wants approval for a pipeline out to Oklahoma for their promised CO2 sequestration.   

The other plant of concern, Mountaineer Plant in Mason County is also hoping to test CO2 sequestration.  Residents are concerned about CO2 releases from the ground with disastrous implications.  Now the Chapter needs to answer the question:  Do we support carbon capture and sequestration, should it be as transparent and open as possible?  Kevin is wondering whether they are trapping the flue gases whether  the ground water be disturbed.  Bill D. says the public hearing for the Mason was set on Obama's inauguration date, and when he asked whether this could be changed,  the answer was no.  Bill D. submitted a FOIA to get all the technical information for the plant.  This information was huge, extremely technical, and required someone with a high degree of engineering expertise in this area to understand.  Although we don't think it will work, we should focus on the necessity for transparency.  Kevin says the flue gas is captured and liquefied, when they inject it into the ground, natural gas is taken out.  Jim K. says National is very interested in this issue and wants WVSC to be a resource of information.  Bill D. says we should be on record as saying we don't think it will work scientifically, but we are willing to study the data.  Bill D. says in the case of this permit there won't be an increase in energy capacity in relation to this experiment which translates into the fact that there won't be a increase in coal mining.  But, if it does work, and capacity is increased, responsible coal mining must still be employed (the industries promised carbon-neutral coal) rather than MTR, etc.  ** Jim K. will run questions by some people in Morgantown who have some technical expertise.

(Jim K., Bill D.,  Karen) PATH and Trail  -  Bill D. - There is a very high likelihood that the WV Supreme Court will approve TrAILCO and this will affect the outcome of PATH at the PSC.  A Trailco motion for reconsideration was even filed by Trailco because of the SVC machinery they had already installed at Mt. Storm.   Bill D. doesn't feel there will be any effect from our reconsideration.  However, Trailco would still be a great target because of their shabby administrative record revealed in the hearing.  By the new administration we may be viewed as obstructionists, because of their interest in building more grid support, and we admitted we would not resist if the electricity wasn't coming from coal power.  Bill D. is trying to make us focus clearly on whether it is worthwhile to invest money in a battle we will almost certainly loose unless we can create a huge public uprising.  He will do everything he can.  Jim K. says that the political argument or political issue is the real problem, in other words Governor Manchin.  Unless this becomes a political issue, the transmission builders will have the day.  Nationally, the Club is divided on transmission lines since some do pertain to wind farm generated electrical transmission.  Lines should be approached on a one on one basis rather than through one global rule.  Karen thinks we should continue to be leading against PATH because of the membership effect.  Bill would like to see mitigation settlement results like the one discussed below with Longview as one potential good outcome.  Jim S. - Shall we petition National to litigate in the PATH case? Bill D. says WV Highlands Conservancy would like to join us as a co-plaintiff and asked  if this could cause issues with National.  Jim S.motions that we seek approval from National via a New Matter Form to litigate PATH with Highlands Conservancy as our co-plaintiff.  ** We will wait until the new matter form for PATH is ready for a Chapter vote.  Jim K & Bill D. will work complete work on this New Matter Form.
Bill DePaulo recused himself from the voting on PATH because he is proposed to be the attorney on the case and would be compensated.
(Barbara) Fundraising -  (see 5. Draft Budget for 2009)

(Mike) Low Impact Hydro -  Low impact hydro is defined by the Low Impact Hydro Power Institute as hydro facilities that meet certain criteria.  Only the Summers Dam is recognized as meeting all their criteria.  Please see Addendum I for Mike's complete report.  ** Mike will contact the WV River's coalition.  Jim K's recommendation is that we support Hydro Power as long as it complies to the Low Impact Hydro requirements in existing dams.  

(Karen) CLEAN - Several organizations are signed on. Clean Power Now (http://cleanpowernow.org/), a fellow grassroots organization from Massachusetts, has worked for more than five, hard-fought years supporting an effort to secure the right to build Cape Wind. This Fall, the U.S. Department of the Interior will issue the final impact statement for Cape Wind. Clean Power Now is taking the important and timely action of collecting testimony to send to the Secretary of the Interior, Dirk Kempthorne to show him the wide citizen support for this clean and sustainable energy project.  Karen moves that we sign on, Jim K. Seconds, Jim withdraws his second and Karen removes her motion after learning (Jim S. checked their website) that CLEAN supports high power transmission lines.  Presently we are not sure that we support all their points.

(Jim K.) Longview Settlement Agreement - founding the foundation - The Mitigation Fund established that Longview shall provide funding for a carbon dixoide (CO2) sequestration and stream mitigation program, the largest such fund in WV ever ($500k first 10-years, $300k rest of plants lifetime).  This fund will be controlled by a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization created by the Parties for management of the mitigation fund.  Aaron Isherwood was concerned that the whole club would be liable if we become a member group of this non-profit group.  Originally, this agreement was approved by the Club when it was first developed.  Bill D. asks what's the problem?   There is E&O insurance if necessary, and the $500k per year will more that allow for the hiring of a lawyer.  The Chapter will be one of three voting members that includes Trout Unlimited and the National Parks and Conservation Association.  The Chapter is extremely excited by the potential that could come from this.  Jim K. wanted feedback concerning National's opinion.  We will not withdraw our interest in this.  Jim K. went on to speak about Longview's source of water, and how they originally promised to treat AMD water, this is presently another area of contention that is being pursued, and Jim hopes the plant never goes into service.  Bill D. motions that we go for it, and begin the implementation of the 501c3 non-profit organization that is specified in 4e of the mitigation fund settlement by working with the other two organizations, Mike seconds.  Discussion:  The reason not to do it this year is because the PSC doesn't have a staff person to help with this.  However, there are no concerns about out-of-pocket expense because once the first check comes in the Board members generally reimburse this payment.  Mary D. points out that this may be three years out, however, Bill D. says this is a one-time fee.  Karen asks, Why do this now?  Bill D.  explains because the risk ratio is low and the gains are huge.  MSC, one abstention from Jim K.

(Mary W.) Wilderness -  Wilderness Bill is on the fast track now!

MTR

National Initiatives - (Bill P.)  Project Renewal has changed the set-up on a regional level.  Because of this, on the staff side the region areas they are responsible for have changed.  Now there is a staff leader over the various regions.  The reason I bring this up is because it would be nice to have feedback about what we would like in this person?  ExCom recommendations:  Someone who understands the Eastern Part of the US.  Someone who understands the rural areas and the people who live there.  Someone who could meet with people in rural areas and not forget that we are a grassroot organization (Bill point out we will still have David Muhly).  ** Email Bill Price if we have other recommendations for hiring  a regional staff leader.   

The second part related to Project Renewal is that the funding structure has changed and the funding is coming from the Coal Campaign rather than from EJ.  This year we had an increase in letter to the editors including opeds in the newspapers and we would like to see more of this including more blogging on the internet.  Bill P. suggests we need a mini-training on blogging.  For those who are interested in these three things (letters to editors, opeds and blogging) we will have phone training.  ** Bill P. will let us know when the dates become available for phone training on media tactics, in particular how to blog.  In regards to litigation, we will now be prioritizing because of funding issues.  The Coal River Mtn. wind project produced a report from Downstream Strategies that was positive, but has been totally ignored by Governor Manchin.  We need to get a strategic plan put together for Coal issues.  Bill is glad to see lots of  WV people going to the Blue-Green initiative.  

Go to http://powerpastcoal.org, not officially endorsed by the SC.  Basically, for the first 100 days of Obamas presidency the goal is to have one action a day.  This can include letter writing or something as grandiose as protesting in front of a powerplant.  Anything that is aimed at coal.  ** (Bill P.) When powerpastcoal.org is endorsed by National we would like WVSC involved.  **  (Bill P.) The first few days of March we would like to have people going to PowerShift (WVU SSC are going).  ** (Bill P.) Clean Water Protection Act Lobby Days:  There will be at least 20 (based on last year) Sierra Club members at this conference, there is possible money for transportation, date is March 14-18.

(Jim S.) Coal Film Festival final report -  Please see Addendum III to view the report Jim sent to the national coal mini-grant Chair.  There was one more venue in Charleston at the Cultural Center.  This was more of a success than here in Morgantown, but far less of success then hoped for.  Larry Gibson was there and observed the small turnout.

Jim S. wants suggestions on the MTR tours.  Jim S. sent out a handout before the ExCom to help in facilitating suggestions.  Jim K. said citizens aren't allow by law into deep mines or on strip mining sites.  Jim K. then suggested some places to observe fills.  ** Bill P. is interested in helping to locate sites for the MTR tours.

Jim S. wants to know how to submit $500 to National Legal to help for their work in litigation against MTR sites because Aaron suggested that any financial help would be appreciated.   **  Bill P. will speak to Joe Lovett to find out how to submit our $500 to Nation Legal in regards to their work on MTR sites.

(Jim S.) Coal Ash Dams/Ponds -  The failure at the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) coal ash retention ponds created a national backlash.  Ken Ward wrote a great series of articles including an interactive map of all these sites in WV (incl. last inspection date, etc.).  Jim S wrote WVSC comments to the DEP  about the Mitchell plant in Moundsville that hasn't been inspected in a long time.  In the event of a breakdown the sludge would go straight into the Ohio letter!  Bill P. wanted us to observe that the Rahall bill that is supposed to increase regulation is not a good thing because it would change who would be doing the regulation.  The EPA should be regulating sludge ponds, not the OSM.

(Jim S.) Mon National Forest -  We are still in the process of discussing what will be done now that the Wilderness Act is nearly passed.  ** The Wilderness Coalition reorganization meeting will occur 9:00 a.m. at the Morgantown library next Saturday the 31st of January.  The topic of discussion will include what other kind of protections can we get for other wilderness areas.

(Jim S.) Marcellus Shale Gas - There is supposed to be a state-wide water usage plan being created and Pocahontas County is jump-starting the plan.   Jim S handed out Beth Little’s Water Resources Task Force Legal Basis write-up to the ExCom.  The Mon River group is pursuing this here in Monogalia.  Bill D. feels that the way this issue is worded in the public is important because it is perhaps the largest natural gas source found in history that can be used as a transitional fuel as we move to renewables.  Mary W. says no one has said let's stop natural gas production, however they do want responsible extraction.  Jim K. says that National has developed guidelines for natural gas as a preferred transitional fuel.

(Jim S., Karen) Pond Lick Run Quarry - This organization is getting a little traction as well as some media exposure.  Apparently, the DEP walked out on question answering session, however, the citizens were given another opportunity and the DEP came back without having to walk out again.  There is some legislative action in the works because the DEP is not doing its work.  ** Karen will try to draft a letter commenting on our position on Pond Lick Run Quarry.

(Mike) Blue-Green Alliance - The Conference is Feb. 3-6 in Washington, D.C. and hopefully we see the types of green jobs we can get into WV.  Bill P. says there is a  good group from WV, OH, Ky, etc.  He hopes we come out with something substantial, exactly what is a green job in WV, what about jobs training, green job policies.  Hopefully, we will get good contacts.  Jim S. says so far he has just heard rhetoric, and he would like to hear what can actually be done in WV.  Kevin says if we can get standards established in building code then we will see green jobs in our State.  

Funding request for 2/2009 Blue-Green Alliance conference - This is being handled by Bill Price's office.

(Jim S.) National SC Economic Stimulus/Energy Campaign -  In recent weeks the shape and size of the federal economic recovery bill has become increasingly clear.  It looks as if the package will include very large block grants to states for energy efficiency, as well as significant money for Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) and some sort of middle-class-targeted energy efficiency retrofit program.  Interested parties can sign-up on the application form at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspxsm=Nujc_2f3kFsyeigYtbqRVYNg_3d_3d as well as engage in social networking at http://sceconrecovery.ning.com/   ** Kevin will find out more about the Economic Recovery Block grants from the State Energy Authority.

(Jim K.) WVEC Update w/ 2009 Legislative Priorities -  The Bottle Bill effort continues.  The Sludge Safety Project will include a study.  Four major legislative items we will be pushing: 

1. A green buildings act so that all State buildings will be built to a silver LEED certification.  There was an interim study committee that drafted a bill.  The biggest complaint seems to be coming from the WV forestry association because there are no LEED certified lumbering processors.  It is not necessary more expensive since 80% of the cost is the maintenance, and when a building is constructed from scratch it is  sometimes even cheaper.  

2. Renewable Energy -  20% of WV generated electricity will be from renewables by 2020.  

3. Energy Efficiency - 15% by 2015.  Maryland has already adopted that Bill, Ohio has something similar.  

4. Public Service Commission reform act that would require any property owner be notified in writing at the time an application is submitted.   This would require a third leg in the electricity needs portfolio, furthermore the application could only be approved if West Virginians actually had a need for the electricity.

In relation to Marcellus Shale we will be asking that a water quality standard be established for dissolved solids.

Other areas:  Opposition for any bailouts breaks for MTR. Opposition to CTL.  Opposition to Transmission Lines.

On January 26, the WVEC will speak to Governor Manchin for the first time ever.  He will present his renewable plan.  Bill D. points out that Governor Manchin wants to be a Senator so .. 

[allow 20 min.] Future of WV Wilderness Coalition, Mon NF vis a vis WVSC - This was skipped since the meeting is occurring this Saturday. 

7. (Mike) Outings - Trained 8 new leaders.  Mike wants us to observe that outings 101 for day training, and outings 201 for overnight outings.  There were 24 outings in 2008, with 2-4 average attendance in each outing.  So far 6 outings are scheduled for 2009.  We were contacted by National about a tree planting outing.  Putting outings in publications outside of our newsletter has really helped.   Jim S. points out that the recent survey should help.

8. (Sally) Newsletter - Next deadline is February 13th.  She wants to add a "Let a picture tell a story” section.
9. (Jonathan) CCL - Other than the BOD Elections or Budget or inspired moments by members (Clorox & enlisting the planet, why people volunteer, etc. by Pat Carstensen) - The big news was the excitement over Barack Obamas win. Recently the economic stimulus package came into the picture and there is an online site where you can sign up to participate.  Just yesterday, Carl Pope announced he would downgrade from Executive Director to Chairman.  
10. (Jonathan) BOD Election - Chapter endorsements -  Chapters can endorse candidates for the upcoming BOD Election in March.  Jonathan's suggestion:  Given our small numbers and the importance of the MTR issue in our State, the ExCom should consider only endorsing Lane Boldman from Kentucky who has a strong commitment to this issue and who will be our best representative for Appalachian issues.  She was a highly competent CCL Chair, and this is no small accomplishment, and she takes an active role.  The candidates forum is at    http://www.sierraclub.org/bod/2009election/candidateforum/default.aspx

The ExCom needs to make a decision in the next three weeks so that it can be posted in the newsletter.  ** Jonathan will send the BOD Election Chapter endorsement guidelines and information to the Chapter.

11. Membership - See Blue Sheets.

12. Groups


(Jim K.) Mon Group - We will have a group meeting with the Friends of Deckers Creek (FODC) on Marcellus salts.  In the 90's the Snake Hill area became a WMA, however, the timber rights were retained by Allegheny Wood Products up to February 14th.  AWP is now busily helicopter logging the steep area.  We will have a party the day their timbering rights end!

WVU SSC - Powershift (http://www.powershift09.org) has been their major focus.  There was a conversation with Scott Elkins who said that one of the reasons the club has financial problems is due to the lack of paid memberships.  Students who despite their activism don't have to pay dues and they may not continue as members when they become non-students.

13. (Jim S.) WVSC Annual Meeting/SierraFest - No planning yet.   Jim passed out a flyer from the 2001 fest to give a picture of what could be done.

14. Next Meetings dates/locations

May 9th at Bill D. place in Lewisburg

August 8th in Jim S. Cranesville Swamp/Solar-Wind Off-Grid Home
November 7th in WVEC conference room (confirmed) in Charleston

(Jim S.) Do we want to schedule an annual gala 25th celebration.  ** Jim nominates Katherine Gregg to help, and Kevin volunteers to help with the 25th gala celebration.  Also look at results of survey when they come out to find other interested parties.  Jonathan pointed out that at the past ExCom, it was suggested to find out if David and Ann Warner wanted to help Regina.  This was an action item in the previous minutes.  ** (continuing) Regina needs to find out if David & Ann Warner might be interested in helping Regina with the SierraFest.

Bill D. motions to adjourn,  Jim K. seconds. MSC.  Meeting adjourns at 4:35

Addendum I

(Mike) Low Impact Hydro

HYDRO POWER  IN WV

  -  Low impact hydro

Low impact hydro is defined by the Low Impact Hydro Power Institute as hydro facilities that meet the following criteria;  1. river flows,  2. water quality, 3. fish passage and protection,  4. watershed protection,  5. threatened and endangered species protection,  6. cultural resource protection, 7. recreation, and 8. facilities recommended for removal.

The LIHPI is a non-profit volunteer organization supported by organizations like; American Rivers, American Whitewater, Appalachian Mountain Club, Natural Resources Defense Council, Trout Unlimited, Union of Concerned Scientist and others. 

Only Summersville Dam in WV meets their criteria.

All hydroelectric facilities must apply for a FERC license and a Corps of Engineers permit. But do not list any as "low impact". 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  permit for hydro power facilities have to meet all of the same requirements of the LIHPI except for( 8. recommended for removal).  Can have impact on fish populations. Environmental impact on new impoundments.   

FERC  licenses are required to consult the National Park Service about; recreational resources( includes land management and "esthetic" issues), Historic and archaeological values.  NPS makes recommendations about: recreation access and facilities , in-stream flows for recreation, riparian corridor and conservation buffer zone protection.  NPS has authority to require mandatory conditions but only for select units of the NPS depending on the authorizing legislation. And  technical assistance.

NPS Projects: Lake Lynn, L&D #4&5, Summersville    

There are thirteen FERC licensed hydro power facilities in WV with the capacity of 264 Mega Watts of electricity. This could potentially be doubled with the new permits and license applications.    

FERC  licensed;

Millville- Shenandoah River,Lake Lynn- Monongahela R, Hawks Nest - New R

Glen Ferris-  Kanawha R , L&D #4, L&D #5 Potomac R , Racine L&D - Ohio R ,

New Martinsville L&D - Ohio R , New Cumberland L&D Ohio R, Willow Island L&D ( re-permit, supported by ACT) - Ohio R, Belleville L&D - Ohio R, Meldahl L&D - Ohio R,  Summersville Dam - Gauley R.

Preliminary Permits;   

Tygart Lake Dam, R.D. Bailey Dam, Sutton Dam, Bluestone Dam

 Braddock L&D, Hildebrand L&D, Morgantown L&D,  Monongahela R 

CONCLUSION:

Al current and proposed hydro facilities do provide clean energy.  But they do not meet the "low impact" criteria as established by the LIHPI.  However they do have to follow most of this criteria in obtaining a Corps of Engineers Permit and a FERC license.

Hydro power is variable and is not a good reliable source of energy.  The rated Mega Watt production is usually much lower due to river flow. 

Addendum II


[image: image1.emf]WVSC Budget 2009 Adopted 1.24.2009

Balance Brought Forward $35,000.00

Income

Funding Allocation $26,000.00

Donations

March $7,000.00

PATH/Trail $7,000.00

Other $500.00

Grants (non SC)

PATH/Trail $20,000.00

$30,000.00[for PATH/Trail organizer]

Misc  inc Convio/online $3,000.00

Total Income $93,500.00

Available: Income + Balance Forward $128,500.00

Expenses

Conservation

Mon NF $2,000.00

MTR/Coal $2,000.00

Energy (PATH/Trail) $30,000.00

(PATH/Trail) $30,000.00[for PATH/Trail organizer]

WVEC $3,500.00

National Legal (for MTR) $500.00

Other $3,000.00

Total Conservation $71,000.00

Administration   inc Convio $10,500.00

Fundraising $1,600.00

Groups Mon $300.00

WVU SSC $300.00

Marshall SSC $300.00

Membership $500.00

MSS (newsletter) $11,000.00

Outings $2,000.00

Total Non-Conservation $26,500.00

Total Expenses $97,500.00

Balance Carried Forward $31,000.00


Addendum III  (Jim S.) 

[Coal Film Festival final report]

Sierra Club Coal Mini Grant 2008

Project Report

Excerpts from minigrant application:

1. Title of Project 

West Virginia Sierra Club’s Coal Film Festival

2.  Brief summary of project (10 words or less). 

Educate WV citizens about coal through compelling films.

3.  Amount of funding request  

$6000

 

6.  Project Description (please keep this brief; you may attach a document or two if it really helps to explain the context). Please make sure you answer the following questions:

· What are you going to do?

We will show selected films from the Club’s Coal Film Festival at three locations around the population centers of the state: Eastern Panhandle, Morgantown, and Charleston. The Festival will run afternoon and evening. We will have WVSC and other coal activists present to discuss and answer questions.

· What goals are you trying to achieve with this project? (also see criteria in RFP above)

West Virginia is coal country, where even now Coal Is King. We want to educate our citizens to coal’s preeminent role in global warming, coal’s contribution to air pollution, and the fallacies of so-called clean coal (a large issue here). We also want to educate citizens about the benefits of renewable energy - in cleaner air, more energy independence, and green jobs (another major issue here). We will use the Festival to recruit a cadre of new volunteers with specific goals for holding our elected officials accountable for their involvement as coal “enablers.” We will build opposition through newly identified volunteers and potential activists to new coal-fired power plants and coal-to-liquid initiatives.

· What makes this project unique? 

It will reach out, on a statewide basis, to educate all citizens, not just our own members, in major public venues.

Summary of Mini Grant Activities

1. We scheduled 3 venues for the Coal Film Festival:

Morgantown, WV

In Morgantown we worked closely with the WVU SSC group to help get the word out in the Morgantown area and the University.

We ran ads in the campus and city newspapers. 

We distributed flyers. 

We posted the event on our own and other groups’ online event calendars.

The event was at the renovated historic Metropolitan Theater in Morgantown. It ran from approximately 4:00 - 10:00 PM on Saturday, September 6.

We had approximately 30 attendees, and signed up 5 people who expressed interest in working with our newly forming Coal/MTR Committee.

Shepherdstown, WV

Despite protracted attempts, we were not able to identify a partner group or individual to work with us to plan and execute the Festival in Shepherdstown. Consequently we had to cancel this venue, which had been scheduled for October 11.

Charleston, WV

We advertised the event in the major city newspaper (the Gazette). 

We distributed flyers and put up posters in the downtown area. We had an article about the Festival in the Gazette, and a small item on a city TV channel.

We posted the event on our own and other groups’ online event calendars.

The event was at the West Virginia Cultural Center Theater in Charleston. It ran from approximately 4:00 - 8:30 PM on Saturday, November 22. 

In addition to the films we had speakers who are the leaders in the battle against MTR between the films, and live music by a musician featured on one of the films.

We had approximately 70 attendees, and signed up 7 people who expressed interest in working with our newly forming Coal/MTR Committee.

Conclusion

The Coal Film Festival had only limited success. 

We did reach nearly 100 citizens, but we had anticipated much greater turnout for the events.

We are glad to have identified a number of new volunteers.

Thanks to the National Coal Campaign for the funds to make this project possible.

Submitted by Jim Sconyers, WV Sierra Club project coordinator

December 17, 2008
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		WVSC Budget 2009						Adopted 1.24.2009

		Balance Brought Forward						$35,000.00

		Income

				Funding Allocation				$26,000.00

				Donations

						March		$7,000.00

						PATH/Trail		$7,000.00

						Other		$500.00

				Grants (non SC)

						PATH/Trail		$20,000.00

								$30,000.00		[for PATH/Trail organizer]

				Misc  inc Convio/online				$3,000.00

				Total Income				$93,500.00

		Available: Income + Balance Forward						$128,500.00

		Expenses

		Conservation

				Mon NF				$2,000.00

				MTR/Coal				$2,000.00

				Energy		(PATH/Trail)		$30,000.00

						(PATH/Trail)		$30,000.00		[for PATH/Trail organizer]

				WVEC				$3,500.00

				National Legal (for MTR)				$500.00

				Other				$3,000.00

				Total Conservation				$71,000.00

		Administration   inc Convio						$10,500.00

		Fundraising						$1,600.00

		Groups		Mon				$300.00

				WVU SSC				$300.00

				Marshall SSC				$300.00

		Membership						$500.00

		MSS (newsletter)						$11,000.00

		Outings						$2,000.00

				Total Non-Conservation				$26,500.00

				Total Expenses				$97,500.00

		Balance Carried Forward						$31,000.00
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