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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

MAIL LETTERS to the editor to: The Dominion Post; 1251 Earl L. Core Road; Morgantown, WV 26505. Email letters to: opinion@dominionpost.com. Include your name and phone number for confirmation purposes. Letters should not exceed 300 words. 

Support regulation of Marcellus Shale drilling    

Marcellus Shale gas drilling holds great promise and peril for West Virginians. Bills to control and manage this activity will be a major focus for the upcoming session of our state Legislature. We need the gas, but my family, my neighbors and the wildlife and livestock in our area also need clean water. With a drilling moratorium in effect in New York and strong oversight on the way in Pennsylvania, we need to be sure that West Virginia does not become a magnet for unscrupulous or careless operators. As a Preston County landowner who leased his property for gas development, I want this vital work to continue with respect for landowners and protection for the state’s water. 
   Extractive industries are under pressure to save money by “externalizing” some expenses. This means damaging adjacent land and sending poisonous byproducts downriver rather than paying cleanup and processing costs. The market, left alone, encourages this. 
   We’re currently dealing with the aftermath of a century of coal mining. Hundreds of millions of dollars have been spent on cleanup and we’ve found some problems simply can’t be fixed. The way to prevent a second wave of damage from Marcellus Shale development is to support tough state regulation of the gas industry. 
   This means setting permit fees high enough to support the work of well-trained state Department of Environmental Protection inspectors. 
   Water protection begins with improved transparency. Legislation must require gas companies to disclose the components of their fracking fluids and be followed by an aggressive program of water testing to make sure surface and ground water is not contaminated by them. We also need reasonable limits on water withdrawals so gas companies don’t dewater small streams during low-flow periods. 
   Lastly, we need strict laws to control the handling and disposal of dangerous chemicals used in “fracking” the wells. The Monongahela River is the drinking water source for millions and we can’t allow it to become unusable. 
   Responsible companies are already taking many such precautions. They should not be at a competitive disadvantage to less responsible operators. I urge this paper and its readers to support strong regulation of Marcellus Shale gas development. 
   
Charlie Walbridge    Bruceton Mills 
STATE BRIEFS 



Associated press Environmental groups sue mine operator    

CHARLESTON — Three environmental groups have filed a federal lawsuit accusing a West Virginia surface mine operator of illegally allowing excess selenium to pollute a pair of creeks. 
   The Sierra Club, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition and West Virginia Highlands Conservancy filed the lawsuit in federal court in Huntington on Tuesday. They claim Maple Coal Co. is violating pollution discharge limits at the Sycamore surface mine, which straddles parts of Kanawha and Fayette counties. 
   A spokesman for Maple’s corporate parent, Canadian coal producer Western Coal, did not immediately respond to a request for comment Thursday. 
   The lawsuit seeks a court order requiring Maple to stop discharging excess selenium, civil fines for past violations and lawyers fees. 

Charleston Gazette Friday 7 January 2011:

WVDEP wants to double oil and gas staff

January 6, 2011 by Ken Ward Jr. 

The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection has what amounts to a final draft of its proposed new oil and gas drilling legislation, and I’m told that Acting Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin has signed off on the package.

The bill won’t be a governor’s bill, but Tomblin has given WVDEP the OK to seek its own sponsor and to work toward passage when lawmakers come to town next week for the start of the session. (See previous posts about the upcoming debate on oil and gas drilling legislation here, here and here).

Chief among the WVDEP’s hopes for the bill — which I’ve posted here — is approval of a new special fee on horizontal wells that would provide enough money for the agency to double the size of its oil and gas office staff.

DEP Secretary Randy Huffman said yesterday:

We’ve got to have these people and to do that we’ve got to have money.
Some readers may recall that WVDEP’s small inspection staff for drilling operations — just 18 inspectors statewide — drew the attention last year of the ongoing investigation of oil and gas issues by ProPublica.

Under Huffman’s proposal, WVDEP would add 34 people to its oil and gas office’s current staff of 32, including doubling the number of inspectors to 36.

URL for above ProPublica report:
http://blogs.wvgazette.com/watchdog/2010/01/04/propublica-report-gas-drilling-inspectors-spread-thin/
Wheeling WV  THE INTELLIGENCER Friday 7 January 2011:

URL for article, to see filled-in stream:

http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/content.detail/id/550578/Deadline-Passes-On-Stream-Filling.html?nav=515
Deadline Passes On Stream Filling
Gas drilling company could be fined $200,000 per day

January 7, 2011 - By CASEY JUNKINS

NEW MARTINSVILLE - From increasing visits to well sites to allowing third party reviews of planned soil disturbances, officials with Chesapeake Energy said they are determined to prevent any more allegedly unauthorized stream fillings.

Wednesday marked the day by which U.S. Environmental Protection Agency officials said Chesapeake needed to supply restoration and remediation plans for the work in Wetzel and Marshall counties. In November, EPA officials issued four separate "Order for Compliance," citing the driller for allegedly violating the Clean Water Act from January 2007 until November.

EPA spokeswoman Donna Heron previously said Chesapeake had received permission to wait until Wednesday to provide plans on how to address the problems. However, she could not confirm this week whether the company had met its deadline.

"I've been told by our attorneys that there is nothing further we can say. This is an enforcement action, which is a confidential process," Heron said.

According to the orders, EPA has the ability to fine Chesapeake as much as $200,000 per day for the work, which included the alleged removal of a waterfall to create a gravel road in the stream channel of Blake Fork, about 2.4 miles north of the intersection of W.Va. 89, near Proctor.

Blake Fork and three other streams affected by Chesapeake's drilling activities are tributaries of Fish Creek, which flows into the Ohio River.

Each of the four orders notes at the end that fines of up to $50,000 per day may be imposed if Chesapeake does not follow the instructions, hence the possibility of $200,000 in fines each day. The compliance orders compel Chesapeake to remove the fill and restore the streams and wetlands "to pre-disturbance conditions," and "requires mitigation for the environmental harm which was caused by the unlawful discharge to waters of the United States."

Information provided by Chesapeake's director of corporate development, Stacey Brodak, notes the company continues to work "closely with the United States EPA on isolated issues concerning earth moving activity near natural gas drilling operations in Wetzel County and Marshall County."

"Chesapeake Appalachia LLC is committed to the responsible development of our clean-burning, domestic natural gas resources and environmental stewardship," she added.

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Slabinski, Mary 

To: dcsoinks@comcast.net 

Sent: Thursday, January 06, 2011 9:00 PM

Subject: Sierra CLub Meeting- January 13th

Hello!

 

The Sierra Club will be hosting a game night as its monthly meeting on Thursday, January 13th.  All are welcome to attend!

 

Thank you!

Mary

 

 63 percent of Pa. voters back tax on shale gas industry, poll finds

By Andrew Conte
PITTSBURGH TRIBUNE-REVIEW
Friday, January 7, 2011 
Gov.-elect Tom Corbett took a tough stand against any new taxes when campaigning, but many voters who agreed with him apparently did so with a caveat in mind.

Nearly two-thirds of Pennsylvania voters -- and more than half of registered Republicans -- say they support taxing the Marcellus shale gas industry, according to a statewide poll conducted for the Tribune-Review.

"I would say I agree with him on no tax on other things," said Ralph Harris, 71, a Philadelphia Republican. "On this one here, if he didn't put a tax on (Marcellus shale gas) I wouldn't be against him but I would be a little disappointed. It's funny: I don't want any taxes, but on that one there, I think they should tax something."

Support for some sort of tax on the Marcellus shale gas industry in Pennsylvania extends across the state and reaches into nearly every demographic group, according to the Susquehanna Polling & Research survey of 800 voters, conducted from Dec. 27 to Jan. 2. The poll's margin of error is 3.46 percent.

Among polled voters, 63 percent support a tax on natural gas drilling. Even within Corbett's party, 56 percent favor a tax.

Corbett remains opposed to new taxes or fees on the gas industry, spokesman Kevin Harley said. In a recent interview with the Trib, however, Corbett said he would consider any measures the Legislature approves to compensate communities for damage drillers cause.

Outgoing Democratic Gov. Ed Rendell, in a year-end interview with reporters Thursday, lamented the Legislature's failure to pass a shale tax last year. But he said he interprets statements made by Republican legislators and Corbett's transition team to mean the Legislature is "going to pass a fee ... to compensate local and county governments" where drilling occurs.

Support for a gas tax is highest in areas where little or no drilling has occurred, such as the state's Northeastern counties and in Philadelphia and Allegheny County. Opposition is highest in the Northeast, which has not had significant drilling.

Sixty-two percent of voters in Southwestern counties and 57 percent in the Central counties -- where drilling has been common -- back a natural gas tax.

Lester Knox, 74, a Democrat, said he can look out the windows of his home in Dawson, Fayette County, and see a well pad on a neighbor's property. He said he does not receive royalty payments, but tolerates the nuisance of frequent truck traffic past his home. A tax, he said, would ensure everyone gets some benefit.

Mary Miriello, 60, a Monongahela Democrat, said her daughter's boyfriend just took a job in the Marcellus gas industry, but she thinks a gas tax could help the state budget without hurting the industry. She said she expects Corbett to change his mind to favor a tax once he realizes the extent of the state's problems.

Pennsylvania's projected budget deficit is $4 billion.

"With the revenue they're going to be earning on that gas, we should have a tax on it," said Dale Grimm, 66, a York County Republican who voted for Democrat Dan Onorato in the governor's race. "We tax everything else. This would be a good way to get the billions of dollars for the deficit we now face and it wouldn't hurt Pennsylvania citizens."

Not so fast, said Sherry Frei, 59, a DuBois Republican who opposes a gas tax. Frei contends that such a levy tax could have an negative impact on Pennsylvanians if it discourages the industry from growing here.

"We need to get more industry into the state," she said. "I don't know if they would go away, but it would make it more difficult."

Andrew Conte can be reached at andrewconte@tribweb.com or 412-320-7835. 

Pittsburgh Tribune Review Friday 7 January 2011:
Drilling fouls air



Friday, January 7, 2011 
The news story "Natural gas drillers' damage to roads debated" (Dec. 29 and TribLIVE.com) paraphrases Kathryn Klaber, executive director of the Marcellus Shale Coalition, when it states that "any air quality problems caused by drilling are small compared to those caused by power plants or vehicles emitting pollutants."

We can debate whether the benefits of natural gas drilling outweigh the risks, but we can't debate the facts: Numerous studies indicate natural gas production and transmission generate astonishing quantities of air pollution.

Consider the following:

• A 2009 Southern Methodist University study found summertime emissions of smog-forming pollutants from the oil and gas sector in the Dallas-Fort Worth area exceed emissions from motor vehicles.

• A 2008 analysis by the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment concluded that smog-forming emissions from Colorado's oil and gas operations exceed vehicle emissions for the entire state.

• In 2009, for the first time in the state's history, Wyoming failed to meet federal health-based standards for air pollution. According to the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality, emissions from the state's growing oil and gas sector are to blame.

The good news is that practical, cost-effective technologies exist to significantly reduce air emissions. The resources this industry currently dedicates to denying the well-documented environmental risks its activities pose would be more responsibly spent on efforts to minimize those risks.

Joe Osborne
The writer is legal director of the Pittsburgh-based Group Against Smog & Pollution (gasp-pgh.org).
Washington PA  OBSERVER REPORTER Friday 7 January 2011:
Most water from drilling is recycled 

1/7/2011 3:34 AM

A recent Associated Press article printed in the Observer-Reporter goes to great lengths to convince readers that Pennsylvania streams and rivers are under attack by the state's natural gas industry - stating matter-of-factly that these surface waters have become the "primary disposal place" for the water that's produced in the process of developing the Marcellus Shale. 

In fact, the "primary disposal place" for this water is no disposal place at all - a function of the fact that Pennsylvania's natural gas producers on average recycle more than 90 percent of the water that returns to the surface. The rest is delivered to underground injection sites, often in neighboring states, whose location, construction, maintenance and inspection is regulated under the Safe Drinking Water Act. Everything else falls under jurisdiction of the federal Clean Water Act, which directly regulates the type and amount of water allowed to be treated at wastewater facilities. Still, the industry is committed to being a zero discharge operation in the state's surface waters, and continues to lead the nation in recycling technologies and practices. 

Indeed, thanks to advances in technology, producers today are able to access more clean-burning natural gas by drilling fewer wells, lessening impacts to the land and greatly reducing the volume of water needed to do the job. To the AP's credit, some of these facts did eventually find their way into the 3,000-word story that appeared in this paper. Unfortunately, they were buried down so deep, it's possible those facts may have been missed by many of your readers. 

Kathryn Klaber 

The writer is president and executive director of the Canonsburg-based Marcellus Shale Coalition. 

Copyright Observer Publishing Co. 

Mine work proceeds though DEP permit status is in question 

1/7/2011 3:32 AM

By Bob Niedbala, Staff writer 

niedbala@observer-reporter.com 

AMD Reclamation Inc. is now drilling two boreholes into the Humphrey Mine at Calvin Run in Perry Township to allow it to pump water from the depths of the closed mine to its Shannopin Mine Steele Shaft treatment plant. 

However, questions about the permitting status of the project, which is being done by AMD to allow mining to continue in the area, are being raised by environmental groups as well as by the federal Office of Surface Mining. 

The questions were raised in light of a decision made by the state Department of Environmental Protection 10 months ago to revoke a revision to AMD's post-mining permit for the same project. 

DEP in February agreed to revoke the permit revision after two environmental groups filed an appeal claiming the project would increase pollution in Dunkard Creek and citing DEP's failure to provide public notice of the permit revision application. 

DEP also agreed at that time to pay $20,000 in legal fees to Citizens for Pennsylvania's Future (PennFuture), which appealed the revision along with Friends of Dunkard Creek. 

Though no application has been filed with DEP for another revision to AMD's post-mining permit for the Calvin Run project, construction of the line and drilling of the boreholes are now under way. 

"It's a slap in the face," said Kurt Weist, PennFuture senior attorney. "Somebody's gaming the system." 

The groups originally challenged the revision partly because the public should be able to review and comment on what DEP is doing, said Jim O'Connell, treasurer of Friends of Dunkard Creek. 

"It is very disappointing that after they have been ordered to cease operations (with the revocation of the permit revision), suddenly the work starts again," he said. 

Members of Friends of Dunkard Creek and PennFuture contacted state and federal regulatory agencies after noticing work being done at the Calvin Run site Dec. 23. 

After receiving the "citizen's complaint," the Office of Surface Mining issued a 10-day notice to DEP Dec. 29 requesting detailed information on the permitting status of the project, Chris Holmes, OSM spokesman, said. 

DEP will have until Jan. 13 to respond to the notice, he said. OSM has not ordered the work to be halted. 

"We will respond appropriately when we receive the information from Pa. DEP," Holmes said. 

DEP issued a statement saying only that it is preparing a response to the notice. 

"There are legal issues involved in this that make it inappropriate for us to comment further," said Katy Gresh, DEP spokeswoman. 

AMD also is now working with DEP to prepare the response, said Charles Huguenard, AMD vice president. He maintained, however, that the company had followed the guidance of DEP in permitting the project. 

"We feel we have done everything we were advised to do," Huguenard said. "DEP told us, 'Here is what you need to do' ... we just followed their guidance." 

Huguenard said the company received a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System Permit for the Calvin Run project from the Greene County Conservation District. 

Lisa Snider, manager of the conservation district, said the district, however, issued a standard NPDES permit for "surface construction activities only." 

The conservation district does not issue permits related to mining or water withdrawal associated with mining activities, she said. Those permits are issued by DEP. 

The Steele Shaft plant was constructed by AMD in 2003 with the help of state funding to treat polluted water from the abandoned Shannopin Mine. Acidic water in the mine had reached a level at which it could breach the surface and pollute Dunkard Creek. 

The project also allowed Dana Mining Co., a company affiliated with AMD, to mine Sewickley seam coal above the deeper Pittsburgh seam previously mined by Shannopin. 

As Dana's mining activities continued to move west, the company also needed to lower the pool of the adjacent Humphrey Mine. In 2005, DEP granted an informal permit revision to AMD allowing it to pump water from the Humphrey mine pool to Shannopin and to treat it at Steele Shaft. 

AMD also was granted a permit revision in November 2009 to drill two boreholes at Calvin Run and construct a pipeline to pump additional water from Humphrey to Steele Shaft, a revision DEP revoked in February after the appeal was filed. 

PennFuture and Friends of Dunkard Creek opposed the permit revision, saying the project would only allow AMD to discharge additional polluted water high in total dissolved solids into Dunkard Creek. 

The Steele Shaft plant cannot treat total dissolved solids and was originally issued a permit to discharge mine water under less restrictive standards because of the threatening breakout at Shannopin. 

No threat of a breakout exists at Humphrey, Weist said. 

Consol is currently treating water from Humphrey at a treatment plant in West Virginia and maintains the Humphrey pool level as required by its permits. 

The Calvin Run project was undertaken "purely to allow the extraction of coal from the Sewickley seam" in the area of the Humphrey Mine, Weist said. 

Weist also pointed out the renewal of the Steele Shaft plant's discharge permit is now more than two years overdue. DEP's own water quality experts have recommended that more stringent water quality limits be included in the permit renewal, he said. 
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OSM asks state to provide information on permitting for AMD Reclamation Inc. project

1/6/2011 5:04 PM

The U.S. Office of Surface Mining has issued a 10-day notice to the state Department of Environmental Protection asking it to provide information on the permitting of a project by AMD Reclamation Inc. to drill two bore holes into the closed Humphrey Mine at Calvin Run in Perry Township. 

AMD wants to drill the bore holes and construct a water line to pump mine water from the Humphrey Mine to its Shannopin Mine Steele Shaft treatment plant. 

The project would allow Dana Mining Co., a company affiliated with AMD, to mine coal in the area of the Humphrey Mine. 

DEP revoked a permit revision to AMD’s post mining activity permit for the same project in February after two environmental groups filed an appeal with the state Environmental Hearing Board. 

However, work on the Calvin Run project was started recently, apparently without the granting by DEP of another revision to the post mining permit. DEP said Thursday that it is preparing a response to OSM and would not comment further because the matter may involve legal issues. Copyright Observer Publishing Co. 

Informal meeting in Peters Township focuses on drilling 

1/7/2011 3:33 AM

By Terri T. Johnson 

For the Observer-Reporter 

newsroom@observer-reporter.com 

McMURRAY - About 100 people, mainly residents of Peters Township, gathered Wednesday night to learn more about the expected impact of drilling for natural gas in the township. 

The informational meeting held in the community room of Peters Township Public Library was sponsored by 46 members of the Peters Township Marcellus Shale Awareness Group. 

Speaking were Ben Price, projects director of the Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund based in Carlisle; Veronica Coptis, community organizer for Mountain Watershed Association; and Suzanne Seppi, project manager for the Group Against Smog and Pollution. 

Price appeared to elicit the most excitement as he spoke of how those opposed to the current regulations should galvanize and become more proactive. 

He encouraged the audience members to "stop sitting on the defense" and to "start going on the offense." 

Price, who was involved in the city of Pittsburgh's action to ban drilling, said he prefers to have communities learn to empower the people to self-govern rather than to simply deal with correcting the damage after it occurs. 

Price told the group that those who could be affected need to test their water and air before and during any drilling. 

This was also reiterated by Coptis, who emphasized having any water tests completed by an accredited laboratory and by having the samples taken on site by an accredited technician. 

Currently, Coptis said, about 7 million of the state's 29 million acres are under lease to drill for natural gas. 

Citizens can become involved through training, Coptis said, and anyone suspecting a problem should contact the state Department of Environmental Protection. She added the DEP "cannot do it all" and needs trained volunteers to "be their eyes and ears." 

As for the current drilling and its impact on the water supplies, Coptis said, "There are more questions than answers." 

Those who rely on private sources for water, including wells, and who live near a drilling site should have their water tested, she suggested. However, Coptis said, those who depend on a public water supply that is drawn from local rivers need not pay for independent testing, as that testing is conducted by the water companies. 

While Coptis underscored water preservation, Seppi spoke of air quality and the possible repercussions of extracting natural gas. 

Since radiation exits naturally in the shale level, Seppi said, some degree of radiation comes up to the surface during drilling, and she suggested that workers at the drill sites be tested. Other gases, such as ozone, methane, and carbon dioxide, may be found, Seppi said. She also urged testing and monitoring. 

Price said an ordinance to regulate gas well drilling that is being considered by township council is not complete. Council held two public meetings and is expected at act on the proposed ordinance in February. 

Several months ago, council and members of Peters Township School Board voted not to accept a bid from Chesapeake Energy to extract natural gas beneath public lands. The township turned down a one-time payout of nearly $1.9 million. The school district was offered a one-time payment of more than $300,000. Each entity was to receive future royalties of 18 percent of the production. 
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Mary Slabinski, MSW, LGSW

Rural Health Program Specialist

Center for Excellence in Disabilities

959 Hartman Run Road

Morgantown, WV 26505

304-293-4692x1125

 

Join us, Thursday, January 13th at 7PM in the Public Safety Building, downtown Morgantown, for the Coopers Rock State Forest Management Controversies.  This will be a joint meeting of the Coopers Rock Foundation(CRF) and the Monongahela Group of the Sierra Club.  What changes would we like to see in future management of this resource? Would restriction of logging be possible, or desirable? Can we persuade legislators to protect our public lands from Marcellus drilling? Join CRF board members as they discuss recreational users survey results and discuss possible initiatives for CRSF management.


Welcome to ShaleTest

ShaleTest.org: Is a Non-Profit Organization providing environmental testing services, public speaking engagements and educational materials to private individuals and groups whose lives are affected by natural gas development.

Purpose: To provide environmental testing of private individuals drinking water, air and soil, for those affected or potentially affected by natural gas development whose personal financial situation prohibit the costs of test.

Additionally, to provide testing of water where drinking water is sourced (area lakes, rivers, streams and other large bodies of water), for evidence of fluids and /or chemicals associated with natural gas development.  This may include the testing of potentially affected wildlife.

Also, to provide educational awareness to the public of the dangers associated with natural gas development.  This is to be accomplished by holding public meetings, speaking engagements, visual presentations and distribution of literature, pamphlets, books and other documents such as videos and pictures.

ShaleTest.org is a new national group that has a mission:  “To provide lower income and compromised individuals with environmental testing of their drinking water, air and soil that might have been impacted by natural gas development.  Our testing involves analyzing and measuring these elements for the presence of natural gas development fluids or associated chemicals and compounds. We also provide the public with educational awareness to the dangers associated with natural gas development.” Currently, ShaleTest has testing volunteers in Texas, 
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Email: tim@shaletest.org

Bottom of Form

Top of Form

Phone: (530) 237 4558
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From: jlenox 

To: friends-of-the_cheat@lists.daviswv.net 

Sent: Thursday, January 06, 2011 1:48 PM

Subject: [Friends-of-the_cheat] Urge Lawmakers to Pass Marcellus ShaleDrilling Bill Out of Subcommittee

Urge Lawmakers to Pass Marcellus Shale Drilling Bill Out of Subcommittee
Last month, the Joint Legislative Interim Judiciary Subcommittee A took no action on a draft bill establishing a new regulatory program for gas wells utilizing horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracturing, because of the lack of a quorum.

 The subcommittee is slated to discuss this important bill this Monday January 10th at the last Interim committee meeting prior to the beginning of the regular Legislative Session on Wednesday January 12th. A preliminary reading of this draft legislation shows that it contains some good things and some not-so-good things, and unfortunately omits some needed controls altogether.

 Getting this bill out of the subcommittee is an important start, so that the full legislature will have a comprehensive draft bill to consider when they convene on January 12th.

 Please contact the members of Interim Judiciary Subcommittee A before they meet this Monday and urge them to pass this comprehensive draft legislation out of subcommittee and on to the full legislature for further consideration.  It is imperative that a bill is passed as soon as possible outlining the details of gas drilling regulation due to the negative impacts of Marcellus shale fracturing.  Urge them to attend and educate themselves on an issue that can’t wait—we are observing harmful pollution enter our surface water and air in addition to flagrant dredge and fill practices like those seen in Wetzel County (Check out http://www.wetzelchronicle.com/page/content.detail/id/503953/Chesapeake-Faces-Possibility-Of-Fines.html).

Below is a list of Judiciary A Subcommittee members and their contact information.  If you have friends or family that live within their districts please urge them to contact them as well. They will be home and much more accessible this week before the Interim session starts this coming Sunday, January 9th.  You can also try to contact and leave messages for members at the Capitol using the Toll Free phone number: 1-877-565-3447.

 If you have any questions, please email Amanda Pitzer, Executive Director for Friends of the Cheat:  amanda@cheat.org
Thanks for your help! 

 

Judiciary A Subcommittee Senate Members

Senator Herb Snyder - Chair (D - Jefferson) District 16

Capitol Phone: (304) 357-7957

Home Phone: (304)725-4529

E-mail: herb.snyder@wvsenate.gov 

Capitol Address: Room 217W, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305


Senator Clark S. Barnes (R - Randolph) District 15

Capitol Phone: (304) 357-7973

Home Phone: not available; residence is Rt. 2, Box 12-C, Beverly, WV 26253

E-mail: clark.barnes@wvsenate.gov 

Capitol Address: Room 203W, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305

 

Senator Richard Browning (D - Wyoming) District 9 

Capitol Phone: (304) 357-7807

Home Phone: (304) 682-4643

E-mail: richardbrowning@verizon.net 

Capitol Address: Room 204W, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305

 

Senator Frank Deem (R - Wood) District 3 

Capitol Phone: (304) 357-7970

Home Phone: (304) 295-6593

E-mail: fdeem@mail.wvnet.edu 

Capitol Address: Room 217W, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305 

 

Senator Dan Foster (D - Kanawha) District 17 

Capitol Phone: (304) 357-7866

Home Phone: (304) 344-1060

E-mail: daniel.foster@camc.org 

Capitol Address: Room 223W, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305

 

Senator Mike Hall (R - Putnam) District 4 

Capitol Phone: (304) 357-7901

Home Phone: (304) 757-8249

E-mail: delegate200@hotmail.com 

Capitol Address: Room 245M, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305

 

Senator William R. Laird IV (D - Fayette) District 11

Capitol Phone: (304) 357-7849

Home Phone: (304) 469-8055

E-mail: william.laird@wvsenate.gov 

Capitol Address: Room 229W, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305

 

Senator Joseph M. Minard (D - Harrison) District 12

Capitol Phone: (304) 357-7904

Home Phone: (304) 622-6488

E-mail: joe.minard@wvsenate.gov 

Capitol Address: Room 206W, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305

 

Senator Ron Stollings (D - Boone) District 7 

Capitol Phone: (304) 357-7939

Home Phone: (304) 369-6194

E-mail: ron.stollings@verizon.net 

Capitol Address: Room 229W, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305

 

Senator Jack Yost (D - Brooke) District 1 

Capitol Phone: (304) 357-7984

Home Phone: (304) 737-2720

E-mail: jack.yost@wvsenate.gov 

Capitol Address: Room 213W, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305

 

Senator Jeffrey V. Kessler (D - Marshall) District 2 

(Senate Judiciary Chairman, Ex Officio member of Subcommittee A)

Capitol Phone: (304) 357-7880

Home Phone: (304) 843-1386

E-mail: jeff.kessler@wvsenate.gov 

Capitol Address: Room 210W, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305

 

Judiciary A Subcommittee House Members
 

Delegate William R. Wooton - Chair (D - Raleigh) District 27

Capitol Phone: (304) 340-3164

Home Phone: (304) 252-5808

E-mail: william.wooton@wvhouse.gov  

Capitol Address: Room 476M, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305

 

Delegate Larry W. Barker (D - Boone) District 18

Capitol Phone: (304) 340-3149

Home Phone: (304) 369-3367

E-mail: larry.barker@wvhouse.gov  

Capitol Address: Room 224E, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305

 

Delegate Mike Caputo (D - Marion) District 43

Capitol Phone: (304) 340-3249

Home Phone: (304) 278-5419

E-mail: mike.caputo@wvhouse.gov 

Capitol Address: Room 246M, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305

 

Delegate Michael T. Ferro (D - Marshall) District 04

Capitol Phone: (304) 340-3111

Home Phone: (304) 233-4729

E-mail: mike.ferro@wvhouse.gov 

Capitol Address: Room 222E, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305

 

Delegate Mike Ross (D - Randolph) District 37

Capitol Phone: (304) 340-3145

Home Phone: (304) 636-4398

E-mail: mike.ross@wvhouse.gov 

Capitol Address: Room 224E, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305

 

Delegate Robert A. Schadler (R - Mineral) District 49

Capitol Phone: (304) 340-3191

Home Phone: (304) 788-4024

E-mail: rschadler@comcast.net 

Capitol Address: Room 6R, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305

 

Delegate Patti Eagloski Schoen (R - Putnam) District 14

Capitol Phone: (304) 340-3141

Home Phone: (304) 415-0411

E-mail: pschoen@mail.wvnet.edu 

Capitol Address: Room 150R, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305

 

Delegate Danny Wells (D - Kanawha) District 30

Capitol Phone: (304) 340-3287

Home Phone: (304) 542-0284

E-mail: danny.wells@wvhouse.gov 

Capitol Address: Room 208E, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305

 

Delegate Tim Manchin (D - Marion) District 43 - Nonvoting member

Capitol Phone: (304) 340-3166

Home Phone: (304) 363-5613

E-mail: tmanchin@manchin-aloi.com 

Capitol Address: Room 212E, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305

 

Delegate Tim Miley (D - Harrison) District 41

(House Judiciary Chairman, Ex Officio member of Subcommittee A)

Capitol Phone: (304) 340-3252

Home Phone: (304) 848-0102

E-mail: tim.miley@wvhouse.gov 

Capitol Address: Room 418M, Building 1, State Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305

Binghamton NY  PressConnects.com Friday 7 January 2011:
Gas company must make lease extension decision

Inflection has agreement covering 3,000 acres

By Jon Campbell •jcampbell1@gannett.com • January 6, 2011, 8:40 pm 

JOHNSON CITY -- A gas lease between a local landowner coalition and a natural gas company faces a deadline at the end of the month that could lead to its extension or termination, the coalition's attorney said Thursday.

Speaking at a panel discussion on natural gas drilling at the Gannett Central N.Y. Production Facility, South Maine Millennium Coalition attorney Robert Wedlake said he will speak to executives from Denver-based Inflection Energy next week to learn their plans for the coalition's lease.

The deal, which includes over 140 parcels and 3,000 acres and was signed last February, paid landowners $1,000 per acre for the first year. Inflection can extend the deal for an additional year at $1,000 per acre.

Drilling in the state's portion of the gas-rich Marcellus Shale formation has been on hold, however, as the state Department of Environmental Conservation reviews its permitting guidelines. The company can extend the deal, but defer the payment until the end of the year as long as New York's moratorium is still in effect. If that's the case, either the company or the individual landowners can elect to back out of the lease on Dec. 31.

"Inflection has shown that they are willing to take a gamble," said Wedlake, a partner at Hinman Howard & Kattell. "They're willing to bet the rigorous, honest DEC review will be completed and development will go forward."

The company's chief executive did not return a call for comment Thursday. If Inflection chooses to extend, it would face a similar one-year option in February 2012 and have a three-year option the following year.

Wedlake served on the panel along with Assemblywoman Donna Lupardo, D-Endwell; Toxics Targeting President Walter Hang; and Independent Oil & Gas Association of New York Executive Director Brad Gill. The discussion was part of the Greater Binghamton Chamber of Commerce's Broome Leadership Institute.

