National Coal Campaign Small Grant Applications Form

1. Title of Project

Stop TrAILCo/PATH Transmission Line Project/Promote Energy Alternative and Conservation Measures
2. Brief Summary of Project

 Stop the Trans-Allegheny Interstate 500 kV transmission line and the PATH 765 kV transmission line while promoting conservation and alternative energy sources as a solution to energy needs.  
3. Amount of funding requested

Funds are requested for expert witnesses and legal counsel purposes.  We are requesting $10,000.

4. Volunteer Project Leader:  Barbara Fallon, bfallon@yahoo.com, (304) 367-4822

Project Budget Leader:  Mary Davis, mdavis@hsc.wvu.edu, (304) 599-6384
Staff Contact, if involved:  n/a

5.  Club entities involved: 

 W.Va. Chapter


Chapter Energy Committee



TrAILCo/PATH subcommittee

6.  Project Description

Background
The W.Va. Chapter of the Sierra Club received a $5000 grant from the Smart Energy Solutions fund in 2007.  Funds were solicited and used for our campaign to stop the proposed Allegheny Power TrAILCo project (http://www.aptrailinfo.com/index.php.)    The Chapter filed legal intervention with the Public Service commission (PSC,) we filed expert testimony, and participated in the hearings    (http://www.westvirginia.sierraclub.org)     The Chapter continues to collaborate with other community-based organizations to oppose this transmission line.  Since the hearings in January 2008, there have been significant developments.  
We are awaiting action by the West Virginia PSC on two matters.  The  first is the April 15, 2008 Joint Stipulation, which TrAILCo submitted to the PSC, in conjunction with the PSC Staff, the Consumer Advocate Division of the PSC, and the West Virginia Energy Users Group (large industrial electric users).  In a nutshell, the April 15 Joint Stipulation represented the PSC Staff withdrawal of its prior very vigorous opposition to the TrAILCo proposal.  

This 180 degree reversal of the Staff's litigation posture was explicitly based upon TrAILCo's willingness to pay what was, in our judgment, a paltry sum of money and other inducements to West Virginia energy consumers.  Our press release condemning this action as a modern-day recreation of the 17th Century sale of Manhattan for $24 worth of blue beads is available on the West Virginia Sierra Club web page under the heading “TrAILCO Power Line campaign.”  Plainly, we were disappointed.  We appeared at a May 30, 2008 hearing at which the PSC listened to arguments in favor of, and opposed to, the Joint Stipulation.  A decision is due by August 2, 2008 at the latest.  Unless...

Goal and Time Frame

The second matter we are awaiting decision on is a motion to reopen the evidentiary hearing to admit evidence that PJM (the grid operator that ordered TrAILCo to build the proposed transmission line) filed with the Maryland PSC on May 21, 2008, based upon the results of a PJM auction for future supplies of electricity.  That auction indicated that -- even in the absence of TrAILCo's proposed electric line -- PJM could meet its electricity deliverable obligations to Maryland customers.  

These electric auction results, of course, totally contradict TrAILCo's (and PJM's) position before the WV PSC.  In fact, they contradict their testimony in Pennsylvania and Virginia also, and the Virginia State Corporation Commission (equivalent to our PSC) granted a motion to reopen their evidentiary proceeding based upon PJM's May 21, 2008 Maryland filing.  Virginia's SCC will conduct a hearing on June 30, 2008 to determine what action to take in light of the May 21, 2008 updated report to Maryland's PSC.  We believe that the WV PSC may wait to see what the Virginia SCC does before making its own decision.  

In the interim we are preparing for the PATH proposal to be filed in November or December, pursuant to which TrAILCo owner, Allegheny Energy and American Electric Power propose to jointly build yet another interstate electric transmission line from Winfield, WV (25 miles west of Charleston) to southern New Jersey.  This line will, obviously, be much longer than TrAILCo and at 765kW (vs the 500 kW TrAILCo line) much greater in its environmental damage for every inch of the line.
We will need to hire experts to help us in the PATH proceeding (and possibly the TrAILCo proceeding, if it gets reopened).  We cannot negotiate a price with them until we know how much money we have in our budget.  We cannot talk to expert witnesses until we know that we have guaranteed money with which to pay them.  In addition, we also have legal counsel fees, and operational fees for the public education portion of the campaign.   All of the money we receive from the Coal Campaign will be spent by December 31, 2008.
Grassroots Efforts and the National Coal Campaign

Thus far, opposition has been expressed by the Hampshire, Hardy Monongalia and Preston County Commissions, the WV Chapter of the Sierra Club, several watershed organizations, and numerous individuals and homeowners.  Intense opposition has also developed in Pennsylvania and Virginia.  This power line is a political, economic, and environmental issue.  The WV Sierra Club is committed to stopping this power line and the destruction of our rural and wilderness state. 
Recently, Jim Sconyers, Conservation Chair, WV Chapter, submitted a grant to the National Coal Campaign.  Jim’s request was for funds to conduct a WV Sierra Club Coal Film Festival.  Beyond the intentions of educating the public about the issues involved with coal-fired and coal-to-liquid power plants, the purpose of the festival is to promote new volunteer and activist involvement against coal.  This TrAILCo/PATH project is a perfect place to put new volunteers.  
Virtually all of Allegheny’s electricity generation is from coal-fired power plants.  The primary purpose of this line is to enhance transmission of this electricity to east coast markets.  This electricity would displace the generation of cleaner, but more expensive gas-fired plants in those east coast areas.  In addition, this proposed transmission line is to be constructed within the US Dept. of Energy’s proposed “National Interest Electric Transmission Corridor,” established as part of the Energy Policy Act of 2005.  Hence, we expect that, should we prevail with the WV Public Service Commission, Allegheny Energy will apply to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to get approval for the line.  Thus, further proceedings in that venue may be needed.  

A Unique Project
There are many concerns facing the people of WV regarding these transmission lines.  The WV chapter has taken a leadership role in defining the case and influencing the outcome.  Of all the concerns, the most important concern is that a new transmission line will give added life to old power plants that generate extremely large volumes of carbon dioxide.  Moreover, a transmission line that runs 114 miles through WV (TrAILCo) will give license and cause for the addition of more coal fired power plants and the unleashed licensing of mountain top removal (the true heart ache of WV.) http://www.appvoices.org/index.php?/site/mtr_overview/  Tom Witt, the economic expert for TrAILCo, testified that the economic benefits would include the 1 billion dollars spent building the transmission line would justify 4 billion dollars spent building 4 separate Integrated Coal Gasification Combined Cycle ( IGCC) coal fired plants at a billion apiece.  Moreover, PJM Planning Chief Herling stated that the Trailco line grew out of the so-called "Mountaineer Project" which is an effort "to move large amounts of coal from west to east." 
Track and Report

Barbara Fallon will be responsible for quarterly reports and end of the year reports. These reports will provide litigation updates and quarterly expenses.  Ms. Fallon submitted these kinds of reports to the SES 2007 granting body and she knows what is expected.
 Project Budget
$10,000 Expert Witness (s)

    5,000 Legal Services (provided at a virtual pro bono basis by a Sierra Club                                                                   member, Bill DePaulo)

     5,000 Promotional and travel expenses (we must pay for travel expenses for expert witnesses.)
$20,000   Total

Other Sources of Funding

· WV Chapter Fundraising campaign (March appeal for this purpose)
· Fundraising Campaign for targeted Sierra members (proximity to line)

· WV Chapter Budget

· WV Highland’s Conservancy (previous donors and expecting donations again)
· Sierra Club Environmental Law Program (previous donors and expecting donations again)

· Sierra Smart Energy Solutions (SES) 2008 grant (pending)

The project is a statewide WV Chapter campaign.  This project has been endorsed by the WV Chapter of the Sierra Club Executive committee, the Conservation Chair, and the Energy Chair.  We are in the position to be effective because the Chapter Energy Committee is comprised of dedicated leaders and because we have the legal services of Sierra Club member Bill DePaulo.  National Sierra has endorsed our campaign and is providing legal support from the Sierra Environmental Law program.

Thank you for considering our request for funding.  Our campaign is critical and appropriate to the National Coal Campaign effort. 
Submitted by:  Barbara Fallon, Energy Chair, WV Chapter Sierra Club, June 26, 2008.
.  

