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Americans are overwhelmingly dissatisfied with the state of the nation. In focus groups, Americans complain the nation is "rudderless, without direction" and that we have "fallen behind."  They have lost faith in their leaders:
.   

· 73%say America is on the wrong track; only 25 percent are satisfied with the way things are going (Gallup, October 4-7, 2007) 

· 29% approve of the job President Bush is doing. 

· 31% approve of the job Congressional Democrats are doing. 
· They have given up on President Bush, regard Congress as no better and describe themselves as "worried," and "disillusioned." (Ballot Initiative Strategy Center, Focus Groups, July 16-18, Las Vegas, Denver, Columbus OH, Greenberg Quinlin Rosner) 
· They believe big problems not being addressed and big opportunities are being missed.  
Americans are skeptical and distrustful: 

· Less than half of Americans (47%) say they have at least a fair amount of trust in the federal government. (Gallup, September 2007)
· 43% express trust in the executive branch of government --that's only slightly better than the 40% who said they trusted the executive branch in April, 1974, four months before Richard Nixon resigned. 

· 50% say they trust the legislative branch -- the current level of trust in Congress is significantly lower than any other measurement Gallup has obtained. 

· 52% of Americans say they have no trust in the media --double what it was 30 years ago. 

Energy and Global Warming 

Energy issues have grown in importance over the past year. Polling by numerous news organizations and academic institutions demonstrate 10-15 point increases in concern about global warming in just the last 1-2 years.   
The public overwhelmingly believes global warming is occurring and demands action. The debate about the validity of the science predicting global warming is over, and there is consensus that the government should take action to solve the problem. Trends from Pew, Gallup, and other sources show that there is widespread belief that global warming is occurring, that the effects are beginning to occur, and that Americans worry about the issue. 

· A Fox News/Opinion Dynamics poll in late January 2007 found that 82% believed that global warming exists. 
· A CBS News/New York Times poll from the same time period showed that 70% believe that global warming is causing a serious problem now. 
· 68% of 18-30-year-olds believe global warming is a real and growing threat, according to an October 2007 poll from Rock the Vote/WWE Smack Down Your Vote/Sacred Heart University.

Urgent Action and Leadership Demanded 

An increased sense of urgency that we must act NOW to develop a new energy and global warming plan is evident. 

· According to a national survey conducted by Greenberg, Quinlin, Rosner in March, 2007 for Center for American Progress, the public believes America has fallen behind other countries and must do something now before we fall further behind. Fifty-six percent believe we are falling behind the rest of the world while just 14% think we are leading. 
The public believes we have lost a lot of time and wants action now. 
· In the same March 2007 survey, when asked whether there is still time before we must take action to stop global warming or whether we must take action now because global warming is already in motion, the public said it is already in motion and we must act now by a 60% to 33% margin.

· A July 2007 poll conducted by Yale University, Gallup and the ClearVision Institute, found that 62% believe global warming is a problem that requires immediate and drastic efforts to fix.  
"One of the most surprising findings was the growing sense of urgency," said Anthony Leiserowitz, director of the Yale Project on Climate Change and the study's principal investigator. "Nearly half of Americans now believe that global warming is either already having dangerous impacts on people around the world or will in the next 10 years--a 20-percentage-point increase since 2004. These results indicate a sea change in public opinion."  (from http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2007/10/071001102343.htm)
· A sense of urgency is also clear in an Oct. 2007 poll conducted by the Opinion Research Corporation for Citizens Lead for Energy Action Now (CLEAN). That poll showed that 70% of Americans agree with the statement “global warming is a problem and we have limited time to figure out the solutions to it.”

Reality check 

On its own, global warming does not rank as a top tier issue despite high-profile and extensive media attention in 2006 and 2007. 

An October 2007 national Gallup poll found that Americans are most concerned about: 

· Iraq - 33%
· Health Care - 13%
· Economy - 9%

· Immigration/Illegal Aliens - 9% 

· Lack of leadership - 8%

· Although Americans view global warming as a problem that is already occurring, they rank the war, energy costs, health care, and a host of other issues as higher priorities. In fact, Pew recently found that “dealing with global warming” ranked 20th out of 23 policy priorities tested. 

· And in the Yale, Gallup, ClearVision poll, even though 50% of respondents say they are personally worried – 15% say a "great deal" – about global warming, "many Americans...believe that global warming is a very serious threat to other species, people and places far away," said Leiserowitz, "but not so serious of a threat to themselves, their own families or local communities.”
Linking global warming to other issues increases its strength and salience 

When global warming is coupled with energy independence, the issue generates very strong public support.
· According to Greenberg, Quinlin, Rosner: "Global warming has grown in importance and now adds power to the argument for a new, clean energy plan. Just a few years ago the inclusion of global warming in arguments for clean, alternative energy would weaken those messages and raised more questions than it answered for voters. That is no longer the case, and global warming has now solidified its place as a real problem that is no longer in question." 

· A March 2007 Democracy Corps poll allowed respondents to select two issues from a battery and identify those issues that the next president should focus on getting done for the country. Making America energy independent and addressing global warming” scored highest (23%), even scoring above “strengthening our military and keeping America safe” (19%). 

· A Rasmussen Reports survey from October 2006 showed similar support for the idea of reducing dependence on foreign oil. They found 73% of Americans agreeing that it is “very important” that the United States become less dependent on oil imports. Only 5% disagreed with the statement. 

The Public Strongly Supports Efficiency and Renewables Solutions
Polls are showing that Americans want more environmentally-sound choices for transportation and energy.
· According to the CBS/NYT Earth Day 2007 poll, 92% of Americans favor requiring car manufacturers to produce cars that are more energy efficient in order to cut down on energy consumption and reduce global warming. 

· In the July 2007 Yale poll, 85% of those polled support requiring automakers to increase the fuel efficiency of cars, trucks and SUVs to 35 miles per gallon, even if it meant a new car would cost up to $500 more.   

· Eighty-two percent support requiring electric utilities to produce at least 20% of their electricity from renewable energy sources, even if it cost the average household an extra $100 a year. (July 2007 poll conducted by Yale University, Gallup and the ClearVision Institute). 

· According to the Oct. 2007 poll for Citizens Lead for Energy Action Now (CLEAN), 75% of Americans would “support a five-year moratorium on new coal-fired power plants in the United States if there was stepped-up investment in clean, safe renewable energy --such as wind and solar --and improved home energy-efficiency standards.”

· The CLEAN poll also showed that if the respondents could tell their power company/utility “where to get the power to run your house, only 3 percent opted for ‘coal-generated power.’” Some 58% said they would use wind, solar and other clean-energy technologies. 

· Support for nuclear power is shifting. An April 2007 CBS/NY Times poll found that 45% of Americans approve of building more nuclear power plants, down from 51% support in 2001.

· According to the poll, 58% of Americans think nuclear power is “mostly a bad idea.”

· Alternative Energy is seen as the solution to many problems:  energy dependence, Iraq, the environment, and as one focus group puts it - "Clean air-good economy -- national security, all in one." (BISC focus groups) 

In fact it is hard to overreach on renewable energy.  According to Greenberg, Quinlin, Rosner, "The sky is the limit and the public believes we can go further than most of the proposals advanced to this point...Americans believe a clean, alternative energy future is possible and view this new energy as a key to the future. 
“Most telling is how far they think we can go, and readily support standards that go beyond those proposed, including 40 mile per gallon fuel efficiency standards (66% support) and 65% favor requiring 25% of electricity to come from clean alternative energy by 2025. When discussing these sorts of proposals in focus groups, the majority of participants ask why not more, or why not faster?”
Finally, renewable energy is seen as more than an issue position -- it speaks to the future, the kind of America people want in 20 years, based on the belief in America's technological know-how and can-do spirit. 

Americans Strongly Favor Investment in New Energy Technologies 

Gallup’s April 2007 poll on global warming asked a battery of questions about what the government should do to address global warming.
· 65% of Americans said the government should be “starting a major research effort costing up to $30 billion per year to develop new sources of energy,” the highest scoring item in the battery. 

In addition to support for investment in renewables to combat global warming, investment in new energy technology is seen as the best way to combat our reliance on foreign oil. 
· An August 2006 Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg poll asked Americans to identify the “best way for the US to reduce reliance on foreign oil.” A majority, 52%, cited “having the government invest in alternative energy sources, such as wind and solar power,” the top choice by a two-to-one margin. Relaxing drilling standards came in at 20%. 

Americans Support New Environmental Regulations 

Gallup found significant support for the generic “setting higher emissions and pollution standards for business and industry”:

· 84% of respondents in the March 2007 poll favored increased emissions standards, up from 77% in March 2006.

· Asked about “imposing mandatory controls on carbon dioxide emissions and other greenhouse gases,” some 79% supported that policy option, up from 75% from 2006. 
The Public Suffers from Energy Cost Anxiety 

Americans are very sensitive to the cost of energy. They are susceptible and can be persuaded by claims that any action will result in higher gasoline or electricity costs. As the Cummings Foundation noted in June 2007, "Higher energy costs risks becoming the Achilles heel of any energy or global warming legislation."   

· They strongly oppose tax carbon taxes as a way to address global warming -- either in the form of gasoline (67% against) or electricity taxes (71% against)  (July, 2007 poll conducted by Yale University, Gallup and the ClearVision Institute). 

· And according to the CBS/NYT Earth Day 2007 poll, 58% of Americans oppose increasing the federal tax on gasoline. 

· In April, Gallup found support for environmental regulation falls off substantially when voters are asked to reflect on potentially negative economic consequences. 
· When asked about “imposing restrictions on US industries and utilities that are so tough it would put some of them out of business,” only 38% said those restrictions are something the government should be doing, versus 58% who oppose such restrictions (Gallup). 
· Similarly, “requiring a surcharge on the utility bills of home and business owners that exceed monthly limits on energy usage” was supported by 46% and opposed by 52%. 

Sierra Club Attitudes 

We conducted our bi-annual membership survey in June 2007 (Lake and Partners).  We make note of some of the findings here of the 1,400 members who participated, drawing attention to responses that vary dramatically from the general public. 

Global warming was the top concern, followed by energy independence.  Sierra Club members overwhelmingly agree that Club activists have a powerful and unique role in solving global warming. 

Members' top environmental concerns: 

· Global warming - 53% 

· Energy independence - 27% 

· Endangered species - 22% 

NOTE:  Endangered species does not rank as a top environmental concern with the American public. 
Wording makes a significant difference:

· Members are optimistic when we talk about "solving" global warming and more pessimistic about whether we can "beat" global warming.

· 58% of members say they are optimistic and only 33% say they are pessimistic "about our chances of finding a solution to global warming."  But 49% of our members say they are pessimistic and only 42% are optimistic when we talk about "beating global warming." 
Member's top solutions are: 

· Increasing fuel economy for vehicles (86%) 

· Capping carbon emissions (85%)
· Setting standards for renewable energy efficiency (81%) 

NOTE:  Our members vary from the public here -- general public doesn't know much about carbon caps and does not rank them highly. 

About half the members (49%) believe the federal government is most responsible for slowing global warming, followed distantly by the oil companies (18%). 

NOTE:  The general public blames Big Energy --especially the oil companies. 

Energy, Global Warming and the 2008 Elections 

Energy emerged as a powerful issue on the political landscape in 2006.  According to a September 2007 analysis done for LCV by Greenberg, Quinlin, Rosner, energy issues in 2006:

· Gave candidates the chance to offer "an optimistic vision for America, grounded in a belief that America can lead with ideas, commitment and technology. The time was right to offer confidence in America’s technological know-how, our ability to create a clean, alternative energy future. In this way, we could set up a contrast with the naysayers, with those who believe in the old energy ways of the past, giving tax breaks to the big oil companies." 

· Were featured in ads challenging candidates "who sided with oil interests, who took campaign money from them and voted for taxpayer handouts to oil companies and against tough anti-price gouging laws.... these ads make profound impacts on races, as the issue was used to tie the incumbents to a Congress voters viewed as self-serving." 

· And, were used in "a broader narrative about building a strong, secure economy with good jobs. Candidates recognized that energy can be a big part of the debate over how America advances economically, in both micro and macro terms: how we develop good American jobs, how America leads the world technologically and economically, and how we help Americans save money and maintain their standard of living." 

All signs point to energy and global warming playing an even bigger role in 2008:

· When it comes to pushing the President for action, 84% of Americans believe global warming should be a top priority of the next administration, according to a Zogby poll from October 2007.

· 40% of Americans say that a presidential candidate's position on the issue will strongly influence how they vote, according to a national survey conducted by Yale University, Gallup and the ClearVision Institute. 

· Democracy Corps found that by coupling global warming with energy independence, the issue became the top priority for voters, trumping even national security. When asked to compare a generic Democratic candidate with a message focused on energy independence by increasing fuel efficiency, giving credits for alternative energy, and investing in new energy technologies that create jobs to a generic Republican candidate focusing on cutting taxes, moral values, and strengthening the military, respondents supported the Democrat over the Republican by a margin of 57% to 38% — on par with messages on health care and the economy, and five points higher than messages calling for a new direction in Iraq 

Energy issues also have metaphoric value and can be used to define "leadership" and separate candidates who have a vision for the future with those who are stuck in the past. 

· According to the Ballot Initiative Strategy Center (BISC) August, 2007 focus groups, votes give candidates who support alternative energy credit for vision and leadership. It "helps candidates be for something --change, leadership the future --positioned against candidates stuck in the past or tied to the bad guys --oil companies." 

· According to Republican pollster, Whit Ayres, GOP candidates ignore energy and global warming issues at their own peril:  "Denial is simply not an option. I'm sorry, it makes us seem way out to lunch. It sends that signal that you don't get the war, you don't get it on ethics, you didn't get it on Katrina, and now you don't get it on climate, do you?"  (San Antonio Express-New, October 7, 2007). 

Finally, the Sierra Club's political endorsement is highly-regarded by members:

· 65% say they "voted for or against a candidate for public office based on the endorsement or information from the Sierra Club.” (that's up from 53% in 2005) 

