Urgent Action Required:

A Guide to Your Local “Solutions Tour”
Fall 2007
OVERVIEW__________________________________________________________
On June 21, the U.S. Senate passed an energy bill that raised corporate average fuel economy (CAFE) standards for the first time in two decades.  The bill requires a fleet-wide average of 35 mpg by 2020.  Merely weeks later, on August 4, the U.S. House of Representatives passed an energy bill that sets a national renewable electricity standard (RES) of 15% by 2020.  This fall, most likely in November, the Senate and House will pass a final energy bill to be signed by the President, and it is critical that this bill includes both the fuel economy language passed by the Senate and the RES passed by the House to reduce our foreign oil imports and reduce our greenhouse gas emissions.  
GUIDE FOR GRASSROOTS ACTIVISTS_____________________________
We need grassroots mobilization to pressure members of Congress to support the Senate fuel economy language and the national RES passed in the House.  In order to raise the profile of these issues and create demand for national decision makers to include both in a final energy bill, we need you to take your Representative, Senators, and community in general on a Solutions Tour that highlights local and effective solutions to global warming that are already happening in your community.  Remember, this bill could reach the floor by Thanksgiving, so our window of opportunity is small.  Actual on-the-ground Tour de Solution media events should take place by October 31.  

STEP 1: Identify local solutions and plan the route FOR your tour
Find out about local wind farms, farmers that are earning extra income by hosting a wind turbine on their property, energy-efficient building, roof gardens, or even local small businesses that are using energy efficiency to save money on their electricity bills.  If possible, conduct the tour using Hybrids or other fuel efficient vehicles.  Please fill in your planned tour stops below with a short description.

Stop 1:___________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                   
Stop 2:___________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                 
Stop 3:___________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                        
STEP 2: Invite local Media and Members of Congress on your Tour

Send out a press advisory and press release. Write and call your Members of Congress to invite them on the tour.  Please find sample press releases, press advisories, and sample invitation letters at the bottom of this document.

In the invitation to your members, make sure to first thank them for votes they cast to pass good energy policy.  You can find the roll call on final passage of both the House and Senate energy bills here:
For Representatives, check House vote for Roll Call #832 on final passage of HR 3221: http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2007/roll832.xml
For Senators, check Senate vote for Roll Call # 00226 on final passage of HR 6: www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/vote_menu_110_1.htm
Make sure to emphasize this as an opportunity for your members of Congress to demonstrate their dedication to putting America on the path toward energy independence while reducing global warming.  Let them know you will hold a press conference at the completion of the tour.  Include the importance to your district and state of increasing and improving real energy solutions of all sizes, from solutions as small as compact fluorescent light bulbs, to solutions as big as an entire wind farm.  Let them know that your district is aware of concrete steps to save and produce clean energy, and is demanding legislation that will spur innovation and reduce global warming pollution.  

Check their campaign platforms from last fall, and if they designated energy solutions as a campaign priority, remind them of this in your invitation and ask them to come out and show their strong support.  
STEP 3: THE TOUR!!!
Raise awareness of your tour by submitting Letters to the Editor (LTEs). Plug your Solutions Tour and highlight the importance of including higher fuel economy standards and a national renewable electricity standard in the final energy bill.  Create and send postcards that feature local stops on the tour as proof positive that this can be done -- that people are leading the way and that the politicians are falling behind.  Create and distribute flyers announcing the tour and asking people to join in on the fun.  Remember to include that this is also an opportunity for individuals to find out what they can do in their own homes to cut costs on their energy bills.  Please find a sample LTE at the end of this document.
STEP 4: FOLLOW UP
If your members of Congress attended the Solutions Tour, make sure to follow up with them and thank them for attending and for putting energy at the forefront of their issue agenda.  If they did not, write a letter to them outlining the importance to your community and state of implementing real energy solutions that will curb global warming and reduce our dependence on foreign oil.  If they voted the right way on final passage of the energy bill in their respective chamber, thank them, and urge them to support both fuel economy standards and a national RES in the final energy bill this fall.  Send them any press clips that resulted from the Tour.  
(Find helpful sample materials below.)

Sample Invitation Letter to your Members of Congress
Your name

Your Address
Member Name

Member Address
Dear Senator/Representative [             ]
America currently emits roughly ¼ of global greenhouse gas emissions and sends roughly $200,000 per minute to the Middle East to feed our oil addiction.  Yet real solutions exist to slash our dependence on oil and our global warming emissions.  I am writing to invite you on a Solutions Tour that will highlight these very solutions currently at work in our district/state.  By improving the efficiency of buildings, erecting wind turbines on farms, and switching to compact fluorescent light bulbs, American homes and businesses can save money on their energy bills and cut greenhouse gas emissions.  Please join our Tour to demonstrate your dedication to improving national energy policy this fall.  
Now is not the time for business as usual.  We need urgent and meaningful action that will put our country on a path to reduce U.S. global warming emissions 80% by 2050 – 2 percent per year – the level scientists tell us will protect us from the worst impacts of global warming.  Please don’t let this opportunity pass to provide relief at the pump, create new clean energy jobs, and cut our dependence on oil and other polluting sources of energy.  I urge you to show your support for real energy solutions happening right in your own backyard by joining the Solutions Tour.
Please join us on (date) at (location) for the Tour, followed by a press conference at (time and location).  The residents of (town) would love to see you there, and your presence would do much to let them know that national decision makers have energy on their minds and plan to take real steps to improve our energy policy.  

Sincerely,

Your name
TOUR de SOLUTIONS PRESS ADVISORY (send to local media in advance of Tour)
CONTACT:

Your name: cell phone #
Residents of (town) to Take Tour Highlighting Smart Energy Solutions
Local Resident Call on Congress to “Flip the Switch” on a New Energy Future 
by Passing a Final Energy Bill with Smart Energy Solutions
WHAT: Sierra Club members to draw attention to local energy solutions already saving money at the pump and on energy bills for businesses and private consumers.   

WHO: Sierra Club
 (Your City) 

WHEN:  Time, Date.  Press conference to follow tour.  

WHERE:  Include stops on the tour

VISUALS:  Brightly colored banners calling for improved fuel economy standards and a national renewable electricity standard as well as a caravan of fuel efficient vehicles.    

BACKGROUND: The Tour De Solutions will highlight local energy initiatives already put to work to save business owners and residents money on their energy bills, and will take place in fuel efficient vehicles that show we already have the technology to dramatically improve the fuel economy of our vehicles.  This fall, the United States Congress has the opportunity to pass a final energy bill that will curb global warming, reduce our dependence on foreign oil, and create new jobs.  By adopting the Senate-passed fuel economy language requiring cars to achieve 35 mpg by 2020 and the House-passed renewable electricity standard requiring 15% of our nation’s electricity to come from home-grown sources by 2020, we can dramatically cut our greenhouse gas emissions while spurring capital investment and creating new jobs.  .      
###

(send to media on morning of Tour)
TOUR DE SOLUTIONS PRESS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: DATE
CONTACT: Local contact, phone
Residents of (town) Take Tour Highlighting Smart Energy Solutions

Local Resident Call on Congress to 

“Flip the Switch” on a New Energy Future 

(City, ST)— As Congress prepares to pass a final energy bill, (Your City) residents held a Tour de Solutions today to show Members of Congress and locals that clean energy solutions are already saving consumers money and reducing global warming pollution right in their own city.  Congress can look to these local examples for the kinds of technologies that will fuel a cleaner, brighter energy future if it does its job and passes a final energy bill that raises fuel economy standards and spurs the development of renewable energy.   

“As a [mother/ father/ business owner/ driver/ student/ retired person,]  I hope that Congress finishes the job it started this summer by passing a final bill that will create jobs, ease our pain at the pump, and brings us more clean, renewable energy,” said __________ with the Sierra Club, who participated in the event.  “Senators __________ and Representative ____________ should do what’s right for our pocketbooks and our planet by supporting a final energy bill this fall that raises fuel economy standards and establishes a national Renewable Electricity Standard.”

This fall, Congress is expected to vote on a final energy bill that must include the increase in fuel economy standards to 35 mpg by 2020, already passed by the Senate, and the introduction of a national Renewable Electricity standard requiring us to get 15 percent of electricity of from renewable sources like wind, solar, and biomass by 2020, as passed by the House.  Together these two measures would dramatically reduce our dependence on oil, spur economic growth, create thousands of new jobs, and save consumers money at the pump and on their home electricity bills. 

“All the pieces are there, Congress just needs flip the switch and pass a final energy bill that will bring America’s new energy future to life and make real progress in solving global warming,” said _________ of the Sierra Club.  “By raising fuel efficiency standards to 35 miles per gallon and switching to solar, wind and other renewable fuels to provide 15% of our electricity, Congress will retain and create jobs, spark economic growth, save consumers money, cut pollution, succeed in making America more energy independent, and make real progress in reducing carbon emissions that are warming the Earth.
Scientists say that in order to prevent the worst impacts of global warming, the US needs to reduce its global warming emissions 80 percent by 2050, or an achievable average reduction of 2 percent per year.  Congress can make real progress toward achieving these goals by combining the best elements of both bills—a step that would get us nearly a fifth of the way toward the reductions we need to achieve by 2030, according to an analysis by the American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy.     

The House should agree to include the Senate’s increase in fuel economy standards to 35 miles per gallon by 2020 in the final bill.  This language is a carefully-crafted compromise that was supported by everyone from Trent Lott to Ted Kennedy. Far from destroying auto jobs, the Union of Concerned Scientists estimates that the Senate provisions would create 22,300 jobs in the auto industry alone by 2020—and a total of 170,800 jobs by 2020.

Establishing a national Renewable Electricity Standard (RES) will help fight global warming and spark economic growth and jobs creation by flipping the switch on the clean energy economy.  It will also create tens of thousands of new jobs.  States like Minnesota, Pennsylvania, and Iowa that have passed an RES are already seeing hundreds—even thousands—of new jobs created as a result.  By relying more on renewables and less on fossil fuels, an RES will also help consumers and businesses save billions on their energy bills.  

###
Sample Letter to the Editor: Energy Conference and Solutions Tour
To the Editor:

Congress worked hard this summer to pass energy bills that will benefit consumers and working people, instead the world’s richest companies.  As Congress works on a final bill, they have a real opportunity to retain and create jobs, spark economic growth, save consumers money, cut pollution, succeed in making America more energy independent, and make real progress in reducing carbon emissions that are warming the Earth.  They can do this by making sure that the final bill takes the increase in fuel economy to standards to 35 miles per gallon from the Senate bill and the national Renewable Electricity Standard of 15 percent from the House bill.  All the pieces are there, Congress just needs to flip the switch on our new clean energy future.

We invite Representative ___________ and residents of __(city/state)_______ to join us on (date of Tour) to celebrate clean energy and energy efficiency solutions at work in our own community. Real solutions exist to slash our global warming emissions. All we have to do is… flip the switch.

Your Name

City, State
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