In-district meeting guidance

Message: Congress must pass a strong final energy bill that establishes a national renewable electricity standard (RES) requiring utilities to invest in renewable resources and raises fuel economy (CAFE) standards to 35 mpg by 2020 to make all cars go farther on a gallon of gas.
Key goals for in-district meetings:

1.
Establish a relationship with member of Congress and district staff

2.
Communicate the priorities of the Sierra Club – national and local

3.
Find out the member’s priorities in the district or in the state

4.
Collect intelligence on current legislative issues – how does the member/staff person react to different arguments (environmental, economic, etc.) – what is the member/staff hearing in opposition? – what new information will help the member to support strong clean energy policies? – how engaged is the member or staff person?
(Please find lobby report form below.)
Setting up and preparing for a meeting:

1.
Coordinate with Sierra Club national staff and Chapter leaders to make sure there is one person on point to arrange a meeting.

2.
Call the district or state office and request a member meeting. If the member is not available, request a meeting with the District Director or energy and environment staff while the member is in town and ask if the member will be able to drop by the meeting.

3.
Recruit other Sierra Club leaders and volunteers to attend the meeting. You may want to reach out to partner groups and unique voices in your community – other environmental groups, consumer groups, outfitters, business and religious leaders – for a strong coalition of voices at the meeting. Just make sure everyone is comfortable with the lobby agenda, especially asking the member to help to pass a strong RES and raise fuel economy standards. 

4.
Contact regional Sierra Club staff or contact Allison (Allison.Forbes@sierraclub.org) in the DC office for materials. You will want to bring fact sheets on the energy bill, information about progress your state or district has made to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and develop clean energy, and a Chapter letter endorsing the strongest provisions of the House and Senate energy bills (if completed).

5.
Set up a pre-meeting call with attendees to review the energy bill issues, share intelligence about the member (his/her voting record on energy, top-tier issues, recent news) and make a plan for the meeting. National staff may be available to attend.
In the meeting:

1.
Remember to ASK the member, or staff person, for what you want directly: Will you help support a strong energy bill and help pass the 35-by-2020 fuel economy provision and 15-by-2020 renewable electricity standard? Don’t leave the meeting without making a direct ask, even if you don’t get a direct answer.

2.
Don’t answer a question to which you don’t know the answer. You can always follow up.
After the meeting:

1. Follow up! Send a thank-you letter reiterating your requests. Send any materials that you promised or that might be helpful. Stay in touch with the district staff to track progress on the issue. Send them pertinent news clips and new information as it becomes available.  
2. Send your LOBBY REPORT FORM (below) to Allison.Forbes@sierraclub.org and regional staff as soon as possible. Sierra Club lobbyists on the Hill need to know what you know. Likewise, DC staff will try to communicate all new intelligence to volunteers and staff in the field in a timely manner.
Energy bill background

Every member of Congress can help deliver a strong final energy bill that takes critical steps to curb global warming, create jobs and lower energy bills. The Sierra Club's fall campaign will be focused on building public demand for a bill that establishes a renewable electricity standard and raises fuel economy standards. In our lobby efforts, we are asking Senators and Representatives to support a conference report that:

1) Establishes a national renewable electricity standard of 15 percent by 2020 (the provision passed in the House energy bill);

2) Increases fuel economy standards to 35 mpg by 2020 (the provision passed in the Senate energy bill);

3) Includes energy efficiency provisions passed in the House and Senate energy bills including tax incentives from the Senate tax bill;

4) Extends the renewable energy production tax credit as in House and Senate tax bills;

5) Includes meaningful oil and gas reform and protections for public lands and wildlife (Natural Resources provision in House energy bill);

7) Requires environmental safeguards for any biofuels production provision (not currently included in either bill);

8) Omits language allowing risky loan guarantees to nuclear and coal industries (both House and Senate bills include such language).

Congress must adopt the Senate-passed provision to increase fuel economy standards to 35 mpg by 2020 and the House-passed renewable electricity standard (RES) of 15 percent by 2020. **PLEASE REFER TO FUEL ECONOMY AND RES POLICY BRIEFS
In-District Meeting Report Form
senate recess: october 5-14

house recess: october 5-8

General “ask” to members of Congress: Help ensure that our priority provisions in House and Senate bills are included in a conference report and help pass a strong conference report with CAFE and RES!

If you cannot meet with the member, please meet with district director and staff before Oct 31.

Member/Staff: ________________________________________________________

Date: _______________

Location: __________________

Attending meeting: ____________________________________________________

Specific lobby asks


Ask #1: Communicate his/her support to leadership, urging inclusion of the House-passed RES and Senate-passed CAFE provision in a conference report.

Response: Will follow through __[comments]__________________________________

Non-committal _[explanation]________________________________________


Not interested _________________________________________________

Ask #2: Vote for a conference report with the Senate CAFE provision and House RES provision.

Response: Will commit to support_________________________________________


Will not commit __________________________________________________


Will not support _________________________________________________

Ask #3: Speak personally with other members of Congress in support of a 35mpg CAFE standard and/or 15 percent RES provision. Make a public statement, hold a press event, write an Op-Ed or give a floor speech. [Invite member to local event if appropriate.]

Yes________


No__________

Non-Committal_________

Ask #4: [TBD] possibility of asking member to sign a colleague’s letter or contact a specific colleague

Specifics of discussion (Please be as detailed as possible and include specific issues of concern raised by your Representative): _________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Follow-up needed: ___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please e-mail to Bob.Bingaman@sierraclub.org, Jessica.Hodge@sierraclub.org and Allison.Forbes@sierraclub.org 
