Letters to the Editor—Energy Conference
General if yes vote on bill*-
*For Representatives, check House vote for Roll Call #832 on final passage of HR 3221: http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2007/roll832.xml
*For Senators, check Senate vote for Roll Call # 00226 on final passage of HR 6: www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/vote_menu_110_1.htm
To the Editor:

Congress, including Rep. X and Sens. X., worked hard this summer to pass energy bills that will benefit consumers and working people, instead the world’s richest companies.  As Congress works on a final bill, they have a real opportunity to retain and create jobs, spark economic growth, save consumers money, cut pollution, succeed in making America more energy independent, and make real progress in reducing carbon emissions that are warming the Earth.  They can do this by making sure that the final bill takes the increase in fuel economy to standards to 35 miles per gallon from the Senate bill and the national Renewable Electricity Standard of 15 percent from the House bill.  All the pieces are there, Congress just needs to flip the switch on our new clean energy future.

General if no vote on bill (see above references to Roll Call votes)-
To the Editor:

Congress worked hard this summer to pass energy bills that will benefit consumers and working people instead of the world’s richest companies.  Rep./Sen X voted against that bill but still has a chance to do the right thing as Congress works out the details of a final bill.  Congress has a real opportunity to retain and create jobs, spark economic growth, save consumers money, cut pollution, succeed in making America more energy independent, and make real progress in reducing carbon emissions that are warming the Earth.  They can do this by making sure that the final bill takes the increase in fuel economy to standards to 35 miles per gallon from the Senate bill and the national Renewable Electricity Standard of 15 percent from the House bill.  All the pieces are there, Congress just needs to flip the switch on our new clean energy future.

Consumer Savings

To the Editor:

Congress worked hard this summer to pass energy bills that will benefit consumers and working people instead of the world’s richest companies.  Between an increase in fuel economy from the Senate and the requirement for more renewable energy passed by the House, Congress has all the pieces ready to bring us a new clean energy future.  If Congress flips the switch on our new energy future by passing a bill including both those things, they can save hard-working Americans billions of dollars.  The Union of Concerned Scientists estimates that the fuel economy provision would save us $25 billion at the pump and that using more renewable energy will save us billions on our home energy bills by lowering the price of natural gas.  It’s time for Congress to flip the switch and pass a final bill that protects consumers—instead of huge corporations—by raising fueling economy standards and establishing a requirement for more renewable energy.
Jobs Creation

To the Editor:

Congress worked hard this summer to pass energy bills that will help grow the economy and create tens of thousands of new jobs.  The Union of Concerned Scientists estimates that the increase in fuel economy standards to 35 miles per gallon passed by the Senate will create over 22,000 American jobs in the auto industry, and over 170,000 total.  This will not only help Detroit and the economy as a whole, but it will help consumers by saving us $25 billion at the pump according to UCS estimates.  The House passed a requirement that we get 15 percent of our electricity from renewable sources like wind, solar, and biomass by 2020.  UCS estimates that this too will create tens of thousands of good-paying jobs in things like wind and solar manufacturing and installation, not to mention save us billions on our home energy bills.  All the pieces are there, Congress just needs to flip the new switch on a cleaner, stronger economy and a brighter energy future by passing a final bill with these two important provisions.

General Economic Refutation Message

To the Editor:

Congress worked hard this summer to pass energy bills that will benefit consumers and working people instead of making the world’s richest companies even richer.  Now these companies are trying to convince everyone that making our cars go further on a gallon of gas and getting more of our energy from clean, renewable sources like wind and solar is going to wreck the economy.  This simply is not true.  In fact, the Union of Concerned Scientists estimates that raising fuel economy standards to 35 miles per gallon would create over 170,000 American jobs, with tens of thousands of additional jobs created by the growth in wind and solar manufacturing that a Renewable Electricity Standard would generate.  Just ask the thousands of people who owe their jobs to the new wind turbine factories that similar state-level standards have caused to pop up in places like Iowa, Minnesota, and Pennsylvania. And the $25 billion consumers would save at the pump is more helpful in their pockets than the already deep pockets of Big Oil.  Congress should ignore slick ad campaigns and even slicker lobbyists and flip the switch on a cleaner, brighter energy future by passing a final energy bill that includes higher fuel economy standards and requirements for more renewable energy.
General CAFE

To the Editor:

Congress worked hard this summer to pass energy bills that will benefit consumers and working people instead of the world’s richest companies.  Between an increase in fuel economy from the Senate and the requirement for more renewable energy passed by the House, Congress has all the pieces ready to bring us a new clean energy future. The proposed increase in fuel economy passed by the Senate would be the first in more than thirty years.  In fact, the fleet of vehicles sold in 1981 got better gas mileage than the fleet sitting on the lot today.  By raising standards to 35 miles per gallon by 2020—an achievable compromise supported by everyone from Ted Kennedy to Trent Lott—it would save American families $25 billion at the pump.  Using less oil will also make America more energy independent.  And by requiring the ailing American auto industry to make the kind of efficient vehicles that its foreign competitors have used to cruise to record profits, the Union of Concerned Scientists estimates that 22,000 jobs in the auto industry—and more than 170,000 total—would be created.  Making our cars go further on a gallon of gas is a win for consumers, a win for the environment, and, ultimately, a win for the American auto industry.  Congress needs to flip the switch on a cleaner, brighter energy future by passing a final energy bill that includes higher fuel economy standards and requirements for more renewable energy.

General RES
To the Editor:

Congress worked hard this summer to pass energy bills that will benefit consumers and working people instead of the world’s richest companies.  Between an increase in fuel economy from the Senate and the requirement for more renewable energy passed by the House, Congress has all the pieces ready to bring us a new clean energy future. It’s time for Congress to follow the lead of two dozen states and pass a national Renewable Electricity Standard that requires 15 percent of our electricity to come from renewable sources like wind, solar, and biomass by 2020.  Establishing a national Renewable Electricity Standard (RES) will help fight global warming and spark economic growth and jobs creation by flipping the switch on the clean energy economy.  It will also create tens of thousands of new jobs.  States like Minnesota, Pennsylvania, and Iowa that have passed an RES are already seeing hundreds—even thousands—of new jobs created as a result.  By relying more on renewables and less on fossil fuels, an RES will also help consumers and businesses save billions on their energy bills.  Congress needs to flip the switch on a cleaner, brighter energy future by passing a final energy bill that includes higher fuel economy standards and requirements for more renewable energy.

Anti-Hill-Terry
To the Editor:

Congress worked hard this summer to pass energy bills that will benefit consumers and working people instead of big corporations and their armies of lobbyists.  Yet the naysaying auto industry continues to fight meaningful increases in fuel economy and is trying to weaken the carefully crafted Senate compromise—a compromise that was supported by everyone from Trent Lott to Ted Kennedy.  The auto industry backs a weaker proposal that does too little, too late and would leave us dangerously dependent on oil—forcing us to import 700,000 barrels more each day than we would under the Senate’s plan, also needlessly leaving consumers paying billions extra at the pump.  After 30 years of resisting, it’s time for the automakers to get off their tailpipes and help solve some of America’s most pressing problems.  The Union of Concerned Scientists estimates that raising fuel economy standards to 35 miles per gallon would create over 170,000 American jobs, including 22,000 in the ailing auto industry.  Congress should ignore slick ad campaigns and even slicker lobbyists and flip the switch on a cleaner, brighter energy future by passing a final energy bill that includes higher fuel economy standards and requirements for more renewable energy.

Anti-Southern Company  

To the Editor:

Congress worked hard this summer to pass energy bills that will benefit consumers and working people instead of the world’s richest companies.  Between an increase in fuel economy from the Senate and the requirement for more renewable energy passed by the House, Congress has all the pieces ready to bring us a new clean energy future.  Contrary to arguments by utilities like the Southern Company, every region of the country can easily meet a 15 percent standard.  An analysis by the Department of Energy’s Energy Information Administration shows that the Southeast could easily meet a 15 percent standard by using the South’s abundant biomass resources.  The House provision contains additional flexibility, allowing a utility to use energy efficiency measures to meet 4 of the 15 percent required.  Municipal utilities and rural electric cooperatives are also specifically exempted.  Some states already have standards as high as 30 percent renewable energy.  This plan is a common-sense compromise that will spur the development of renewable energy in a way that every state can achieve.  Congress needs to flip the switch on a cleaner, brighter energy future by passing a final energy bill that includes higher fuel economy standards and requirements for more renewable energy.

Loan Guarantees 

To the Editor:

Congress worked hard this summer to pass energy bills that will benefit consumers and working people instead of the world’s richest companies.  Snuck into the otherwise good energy bills without debate is a provision that could mean unlimited government loan guarantees for the nuclear industry and some coal projects.  The nuclear industry received approximately $13 billion in handouts from the taxpayers in the last energy bill, but now, just two years later, they say they want $50 billion or more in government loans in order to finance all the new plants they want to build.  If nuclear power plants are too risky for Wall Street investors, then taxpayers from Main Street USA shouldn’t be forced to foot the bill either.  Nuclear power is too costly, too risky, and produces tons of radioactive waste that nobody has yet to figure out what to do with.  If we’re serious about fighting global warming and flipping the switch on a new clean energy economy, we should invest in the technologies of tomorrow, not the failed technologies of yesterday.  Congress can do its job and bring us a cleaner, brighter energy future by passing a final energy bill that includes higher fuel economy standards and requirements for more renewable energy and taking out massive new subsidies for rich, polluting industries.

